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SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS haye com- 
mon interests, labours, purposes, trials, 
and encouragements; and all matters 
of mere ceremony are almost as much 
out of place among us, as among bro- 
thers and sisters dwelling under the 
same roof. We should cultivate and 
display, in our intercourse with each 
other, all that freedom, openness, 
confidence, and mutual forbearance, 
which Christian principles not only 
sanction, but demand. 

The relation which now commences 
between us and a large body of the 
teachers, connected with the Ameri- 
can Sunpay-Scuoot Union, is, on 
our side at least, full of interest and 
importance. It is a sacred relation, 
and involves fearful responsibilities. 
In discharging the duties which grow 
out of it, we desire to forget every 
thing, but the interests of that king- 
dom, the prosperity and extension of 
which we are professedly seeking. 
We hope to be instrumental in 
strengthening the hands and encour- 
aging the hearts of those, who are en- 
gaged in the moral and religious edu- 
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eation of children. This was the 
original design of establishing the 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL MAGAZINE. 
It has, in a good degree, accomplished 
its end—sufficiently so, at any rate, to 
warrant further efforts to sustain it. 

How far its usefulness shall be in- 
creased, depends, mainly, upon parents 
and teachers, for whose benefit it is 
published. If those whose feelings, 
thoughts, and powers, are occupied 
with the great subject of epucaTion, 
will make our Magazine the place 
for the exchange of opinions and ob- 
servations—or perhaps we may say, a 
storehouse, in which to lay up what- 
ever may comfort, strengthen, or 
stimulate others, who are travelling 
with us, or after us, in this delightful 
path of duty,—we shall feel as if we 
are occupying an important post, 
though it be only to superintend and 
regulate the place of exchange, or 
preserve and arrange that which is 
designed for the storehouse. 

Let us proceed, then, to our work 
in the spirit of our Divine Master;— 
seeking not our own will, but the will 
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of our Heavenly Father--standing to- 


| 


| 
| 


gether and sustaining each other in | 
the defence and support of all things | 


that are ‘‘pure, lovely, and of good | 
report’ —feeling that we have to do | 


with the minds, and souls, and un- 


changeable destinies of many genera- | 


tions—“ receiving not the honour which | 


cometh one of another, but the honour | 


that cometh from God only’’—* endea- 
vouring to keep the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace”—-* with all lowliness 
and meckness, forbearing one another, 
rest 


in’ love’—and while we 





upon, | 


and are upheld by ‘dhe rock that is | 


higher than ourselves,” we will wait | 


patiently for the fruit of our labour, 
“though the days are prolonged, and 
every vision fuileth.” 


For the American Sunday-School Magazime. 


AN ADDRESS, 


Delivered at the Anniversary of the Sabbath- 
schools attached to the Second Presbyterian 
Church, in the city of - » N. ¥. 


While we rejoice in the success of 





the missionary enterprise, and give | 


thanks to God_for the efficiency and 
extension of Bible operations, we must 


not forget the humbler and less splen- 


did charities of the church, which are | 


directing the little rills from the river | 


of salvation. 


The American Board are extending | 


their benevolent plans, and their in- 


creased resources will enable them t@ | 


carry their plans into effect; they con- | 


fidently hope soon to set up a light in 
many dark places--to see the horn of 
David’s Lord exalted in many heathen 
lands; it is also expected that the en- 


tire population of our great republic, | 


will speedily be supplied with the holy 
Scriptures. In these bright prospects 
we rejoice: let the kingdom of the 
Messiah come; let deserts become 
fruitful fields, and the waste places of 
Zion be built up,—but a great and 
good work must be accomplished at 
home. Cities and large towns, in 
which are crowded together great 











assemblages of active materials of good 
or evil, mines of intellectual wealth, 
a vast amount of moral influence,— 
these living fountains, extending re- 
servoirs—must receive more attention, 
The heathen world must be visited, 
and subdued; but our home popula- 
tion must not be overlooked: distant 
nations must be discipled, and the 
gospel preached to every creature at 
home and abroad. When we hear of 
a township in the western states, or on 
the frontiers of this, without the regu- 
lar and stated means of grace, destitute 
of a pastor and the attendant blessings 
of a Christian ministry, we are greatly 
affected, and it is matter of deep re- 
gret, and should excite sympathy 

but there are persons enough in this 
city to represent several large towns, 
who seldom or never hear the gospel. 
In our great commercial emporium, 


| there is more abject poverty, more 


wretchedness, ignorance, and crime, 
than in all the state beside. There 
are upwards of ninety thousand per- 
sons congregated there, who attend 
no place of worship! What must be 
the condition of such a population, 
with every temptation which theatres, 


| lotteries, sinks of sin, and emissaries 


of evil, continually operating upon 
them, present? Their innumerable 
hiding places enable them to elude 
search; the vast and uncounted num- 
bers screen them from notice;—thus 
thousands and thousands live, and die, 
ignoraiit of God and without hope, 
while the number constantly increases. 
The habits of a city population pre- 
vent acquaintanceship, and shut up 
the channels of communication, and 
with them the sympathy and charity 
awakened by friendly society and 
mutual kind offices. How are the 
evils that exist, to be checked, and a 
reformation to be effected? The stated 


_ ministers can do much; charitable as- 


sociations can do much; but much 
will be undone if other agencies are 
not employed. Sabbath-schools are 
peculiarly adapted to meet the exi- 
gences of the case. The multitudes 
who cannot be reached by ministers, 
in their regular ministrations, can be 
sought out and brought under the in- 
finence of truth by the benevolent 
agents of Sabbath-schools. 

It is not our design to pronounce a 








1829. Address, §¢. 131 








eulogy upon these valuable institu- 
tions, but to look at the subject prac- 
tically, and endeavour to ascertain 
how more can be accomplished by 
this distinct agency. 1. Let us inquire 
what the Sabbath-school proposes to 
do? 2. What are the instruments by 
which its great object is to be effect- 
ed? 3. What are the obstacles in the 
way’ 4, How are they to be over- 
come? 

1. What does the Sabbath-school 
propose to do?—When the philan- 
thropic founder first opened a Sab- 
bath-school, his object was to instruct 
the children of the poor in the ele- 
ments of useful knowledge, and by 
confining them on the Sabbath to im- 
prove the visible morality of the place. 
But as the institution has extended, it 
has attracted the attention, and en- 
listed the talents of the great and 
good in the church, till it has acquired 
a higher aim and a holier influence. 
Its object is to reach and benefit every 
child, and in this way, every family in 
the community. Where children en- 
joy the inestimable privilege of pa- 
rental instruction and Christian train- 
ing, it would repeat and impress the 
instruction, and thus co-operate with 
the parents in training up their chil- 
dren in the fear and ieaoniidon of the 
Lord. Where the children are so un- 
fortunate as to be under no restraint, 
and are deprived of judicious and 
wholesome government, it would be- 
come a substitute, and instil those 
principles of subordination and obe- 
dience, so essential to the peace and 
order of society, as well as to the 
formation of Christian character. 
Where children are neglected, and 
are left without intellectual cultiva- 
tion, it would form their minds to 
correct habits of thinking and study, 


and thus give them the elements of 


knowledge and of true prosperity. 
Where children are suffered to violate 
the Sabbath, either through the 
neglect or bad examples of their pa- 
rents, it would teach them to remem- 
ber that holy day, and by example as 
well as precept, lead them to honour 
God and divine institutions. Nor does 
it stop here. It would not only un- 
lock the stores of intellectual wealth, 
concealed in obscurity and wretched- 
ness, but would convert them to 








important uses; it would not only 
improve the visible aspect of the com- 
munity, but would correct and purify 
the elements; it would not only ga- 
ther the children out of the streets on 
the Sabbath, but would instil good 
principles, and sow the seeds of piety; 
by means of the effects produced upon 
the young, and the excellent books 
carried into every family, it would 
benefit many who would otherwise 
sit in the region and shadow of death. 
In short, the Sabbath-school proposes 
to preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture; to do to the world at home, what 
the missionary is doing to the world 
abroad; to bring the light and holi- 
ness of the gospel to bear upon every 
household and every individual, that 
the blessing of God may be poured 
out upon the church and their off- 
spring; that a generation may rise up, 
of higher culture, of sterner cast, and 
of holier character than the preceding. 
An institution that would accomplish 
an object so grand, requires an instru- 
mentality of great power and influ- 
ence. And what are the instruments? 
Is the strong arm of civil law to be 
employed to arrest and punish of- 
fenders—are sentinels to be placed at 
every corner to guard the sanctity of 
the Sabbath, and spies to be sent into 
every lane to ferret out iniquity? Are 
prisons to be erected, and rigid dis- 
cipline to be exercised, to restrain the 
lawless and punish the abandoned?— 
While a thorough and energetic po- 
lice is indispensable to the security 
and peace of a city, these physical 
means are not competent to effect the 
change so desirable and necessary. 
The instrumentality is of a moral cha- 
racter. The Bible, the truth of God, 
is the simple but powerful mean of 
producing the reformation. Human 
knowledge will exert an ameliorating 
influence upon the character, and is 
necessary to prepare the way for the 
full effect of the gospel. And, per- 
haps no place is better calculated to 
quicken the intellect, to awaken the 
interest, and bring out the powers of 
children, than Sabbath-schools. The 
method of instruction, the subject 
matter of study, the interest and capa- 
city of many of the teachers, all com- 
bine to give the highest importance to 
these schools, viewed merely as con- 
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nected with the development of the 
mind and its furmture. But human 
knowledge alone will not operate the 
change indispensable to holy obe- 
dience. The truth as it is in Jesus, 
and that only, is quick, and powerful, 
and mighty, through God, to the pull- 
ing down of strong holds, and subvert- 
ing the kingdom of darkness. It is 
ascertained, by fair experiment, that 
the Bible will excite a deeper interest, 
and take a stronger hold upon the 
abiding principles of our nature in 
children, than any other book. There 
are things that more than compensate 
for want of novelty. Its biographical 
sketches, its delineation of character, 
its true exhibitions of human nature, 
its perfect morality, its high and holy 
truths—will do more to fix the atten- 
tion and enlist the affections of the 
young, than any fictions of fancy, or 
extravagance of romance. The gos- 
pel contains the motives that touch all 
the powerful springs of human action. 
Fear is a controllmg principle of con- 
duct in this imperfect world. In hea- 
ven that love reigns that casteth out 
fear; but in a world of probation, sanc- 
tions are indispensable. Were every 
penalty annulled, every restraint taken 
off, human society could not exist; 
the bonds of every civil and social re- 
lation would be severed. And how 
much the sanctions of the divine law 
strengthen and support the sanctions 
of human law, may be seen by com- 
paring the spirit of subordination, and 
regard for life, which distinguishes 
the subjects of those governments that 
protect and countenance the Christian 
religion, with the lawlessness and 
cruelty of the degraded and unprin- 
cipled slaves of tyranny. The Bible 
teaches men to fear him, who can de- 
stroy both soul and body in,hell for 
ever. 

Hope is a spring of energy and ac- 
tion in man. It ‘springs eternal in 
the human breast.” Where its influ- 
ence is not felt, every sinew of exer- 
tion is sundered, every motive seems 
to fail of efficacy. But where is hope 
so powerfully addressed as in the 
gospel—-where are promises or en- 
couragements found so calculated to 
call out the powers? Habits of think- 
ing and acting, formed under the ope- 
ration of such motives, must Iead to a 








character of deeper earnestness and 
greater excellence, than that of the 
generation gone by. 

But the great moral power of the 
gospel lies in its doctrines. The gos- 
pel is the sword of the spirit, and no- 
thing but that weapon of ethereal 
temper, will make ‘*the heart of 
rebels bleed;’’ the truths of the Bible 
are the arrows which are sharp in the 
heart of the King’s enemies; the gos- 
pel is the ministration of the Spirit, 
and it is through the gospel the trans- 
formation of human character is to 
take place, and the promise to be ful- 
filled which refers to the last dispen- 
sation—T'hen will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean: 
from all your filthiness, and from all 
your idols, will J cleanse you. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you: and 1 
will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you a heart 
of flesh. And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in 
my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments and do them. 

It you would restrain lawless youth, 
if you would awe the profane, reform 
the abandoned, the Sabbath breaking 
— if you would give elevation, and prin- 
ciple, and character, to the ignorant 
and depraved who disturb the quiet 
of families and the order of the place, 
—bring them under the influence of 
truth; tell them that the eye of a holy 
and sin-avenging God is upon them; 
that he seeth in secret; that he is a 
witness of their conduct; that he 
knoweth their wicked thoughts and 
purposes; that he records in the book 
of his remembrance, every act and 
desire; that he will call them to judg- 
ment; that he will punish transgres- 
sors; explain to them the law of God, 
its purity and spirituality, its claims 
and sanctions; hoid up to them the 
muror of truth, that they may see the 
desperate wickedness and depravity 
of their hearts; then tell them of Christ, 
his character and offices, of his atone- 
ment and righteousness—of his will- 
ingness to save, of his dying love and 
prevalent intercession;—-and if the 
Holy Spirit be not withheld, the rude 
and untormed mass will assume order 
and beauty: nor will any other means 
effectually change thriftless, profligate 
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families to industry and morality, or 
unholy neighbourhoods, into healthful, 


desirable abodes of peace and har- | 


mony. These truths, and doctrines, 
and duties, must be pressed upon the 
attention and conscience till they are 
understood and felt—till the darkness 
of nature is dissipated, and the rocky 
hardness of the heart is softened and 
subdued. 

But the work to be accomplished 
by Sabbath-schools, is one of magni- 
tude and great difficulty, for there 
are formidable obstacles in the way of 
it. First, the natural opposition of the 
carnal mind to God, and its insubjec- 
tion to his law. So long as men by 


nature hate the light, and love dark- | 


ness, the labour of bringing them to 
the light will be great. ‘This prin- 


ciple of depravity spreads itself over | 


the whole man. Jgnoraice is another 
powerful obstacle. Many of the chil- 
dren have been neglected; their minds, 
like an uncultivated field, are grown 
over with every noxious weed; they 
have every thing to learn; evil habits 
and erroneous opinions have taken 
deep root; before any good and last- 
ing impressions can be made, their 
ideas must be expanded; knowledge 
must be communicated; the hard, un- 
friendly soil must be broken up; the 
noxious weeds must be rooted out and 
destroyed; the moral constitution 
must undergo a revolution similar to 
the pliysical, when a healthy action is 
produced. Prejudices, also, grow in 
the soil of ignorance. ‘These have 
been excited against religion and 
against its professed friends. The 
forms and strength of prejudices in 
the community, against the gospel, are 
not known till an attempt is made to 
effect a moral change. ‘The evil sur- 
mises, false imputations, and bitter in- 
vectives, thrown out, show how many 
and how formidable are the evils to be 
overcome—how great the labour to 


be performed. The great Author of | 


our religion, who came not to con- 
demn, but to save the world, was op- 
posed at every step; his doctrines and 
institutions crossed the prejudices, and 


exposed the selfishness of men. Nor | 


has it been different with his gospel. 
It has been subjected to abuse; has 
been persecuted; has been dragged 
to the stake, in the persons of its ad- 
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vocates; it has begged in the streets; 
has lived in obscurity, while wicked- 
ness has been perched upon hi 
places. In such a world, it cannot 
otherwise than that prejudice, deep- 
rooted and inimical, should exist 
against the benevolent institutions of 
religion. 

Sins and sinful practices, which re- 
duce men to astate of servitude, which 
is base, and what is worse, which is 
loved and tenaciously adhered to, are 
also obstacles in the way of this good 
work. When children are wicked, 
and the principles of depravity have 
ripened into overt acts of transgres- 
sion, have become enlisted in the great 
army of haters of God, have found the 
way to haunts of sin, and been ini- 
tiated into the mysteries of iniquity— 
their ruin is easily and speedily effect- 
ed: they are reluctantly drawn to the 
Sabbath-school, are held by a feeble 
influence, and with the utmost diffi- 
culty are prevailed upon to enter 
upon any efforts for their own benefit. 

Another class of obstacles is found 
in extraneous influence, in the causes 
from without that operate upon the 
youth. Those next above them in 
age, just emerging from the little re- 
straint which parental government 
might have imposed upon them, grown 
up without moral culture and religious 
instruction, many of them having 
never been in Sabbath-schools—often 
do great injury to their younger fel- 
lows. Having constant intercourse 
with them, knowing their modes of 
thought, they possess every facility of 
insinuating prejudice and error into 
the mind, and of counteracting all the 
influence of truth. The destructive 
influence of bad example and vicious 
companionship, is proverbial. And 
in cities, there are so many who live 
in indolence, who are often released 
from employment, who can readily 
group togethe r—that the youth, whose 
characters are forming, are constantly 
exposed to evils of every name, and 
ruin is often effected before parents or 
guardians are aware of the danger. 
And melancholy as is the truth, it 
cannot be concealed, that parents, 
who ought to be the friends, either-by 
direct opposition or bad example, 
prove the enemies of their children’s 
best interests. Many parents take no 
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interest in Sabbath-schools, many | 
neglect the Sabbath, many are pro- | 
fane and intemperate—alas! they en- | 


tail upon their children an infection, 
that destroys soul and body. 


Another difficulty in the way of ac- | 
sed by | 
suitable | 
There are | 


complishing the good pro 
Sabbath-schools, is, want o 
and competent teachers. 
but few in the church fully awake to 
the importance of these institutions. 
A great proportion of those whose age 
and acquirements would qualify them 
to teach in Sabbath-schools, have not 
the love of God in their hearts, and 
therefore are unwilling to submit to 
the labour, and confinement, and care 
of instruction. 

These obstacles, though great and 
embarrassing, may be overcome. Let 
the friends of Christ and of children, 
imbibe the spirit of their Master; let 


them go forth to their work with the | 
kindness and love of God visible in | 


their countenance, and manifest in 


every tone and act,—and the rigour | 


of prejudice will be dissolved; the ig- 


porance and wickedness of the heart | 


will be removed. More fervent prayer 


must be offered; more vigorous ef- | 
A deeper interest must | 
be felt by all, and a fuller conviction | 
that this method of doing good is one | 
peculiarly suited to the age and coun- | 


forts made. 


try. There must be more labour per- 
formed. Every family must be visited, 
and visited again, till all prejudice is 


done away, and a desire on the part | 
of every parent is created, to see their | 


children in the Sabbath-school. Ex- 
ertions must be made to secure a bet- 
ter observance of the Sabbath, to pu- 
rify and elevate public sentiment: 
lawless children must be restrained, 
and multitudes who now violate the 


Sabbath, must be searched out and | 
persuaded to attend upon the means | 
A great and simulta- | 
neous movement on the part of the | 


of instruction. 


friends of Christ and of good order, 
would produce an impression upon 
the mass of unthinking minds, of the 
value and necessity of Sabbath-schools, 
And the object is worthy of the effort. 
The benefits resulting from these in- 
stitutions are so palpable, and already 
so manifest, that no exertions can fail, 
or be regarded in the light of an ex- 
periment. Every friend of his coun- 














try, as well as every disciple of Christ, 
must look benignly upon them. “I 
cannot be more perfectly convinced 
than I am,” said one of the ablest of 
our living jurists, “that virtue and 
intelligence are the basis of our inde- 
pendence, and the conservative prin- 
ciples of national and individual happi- 
ness; nor can any person believe more 
firmly that Sabbath-schools are de- 
voted to the protection of both.” 
These schools also are eminently 
nurseries of the church, and will 
doubtless exert a powerful influence 
in preparing the way for the second 
coming of Christ. 


Has not the time come to organize 
a more efficient instrumentality, that 
will bear upon every family and reach 
every child, and thus, in obedience to 
the command of Christ, preach the 
gospel to every creature within the 
limits of the city? The system should 
resemble the wheels of Ezekiel’s vi- 
sion—every wheel should move in 
harmony with the rest, and the spirit 
of life should be in the wheel, a living 
principle that will not tire after a few 
efforts, should pervade the whole. If 
a generation is to rise up, who will 
carry forward and extend the great 
enterprises of the church just strug- 
gling into existence—who will labour 
for the Lord? who will suffer for the 
Lord’ and rise early, and eat the 
bread of carefulness, to amass wealth 
wholly for the Lord? The influence 
and instruction that are to form them 
to such noble designs, and brace them 
to such unwonted exertions, are to 
emanate from Sabbath-schools. Bless- 
ed institutions! may they increase and 
multiply a hundred fold. 


To the managers and teachers we 
would say, you are engaged in a work 
of high and holy interest. You are 
labourers together with God. Your 
work is arduous and exhausting. The 
inveteracy of prejudice to be over- 
come; the hardness of heart to be 
softened; the vileness of affections to 
be changed; the intractableness of dis- 
position to be cured,—will put your 
patience and faith to the proof. You 
may see little fruit of your exertions: 
still it is the imperishable seed of the 
word you are sowing, and though it 
lie buried long in dust, it will ulti- 
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mately spring up--it is certain God 
will be glorified. 

The formation of character for eter- 
nity is most solemn, and to some but a 
short space is allotted. Even if life 
is spared, the season of instruction in 
Sabbath-schools is limited. The great 
and absorbing object should be, to 
bring the members of each class to a 
saving knowledge of the truth; to in- 
duce them to seek and obtain the 
pearl of great price; to point them to 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world. Were every 
teacher to realize, what in a sense is 


true, that God seems to say, in rela- | 
tion to every child composing the | 
class, ** Watch for these souls, as one | 


that must give account”—how would 
the responsibility bear upon the heart, 
and awaken deeper concern! The 
solicitude would not cease with the 
hasty performance of duty during the 
hour of instruction; it would lead to 
frequent and fervent prayer in the 
closet; to affectionate and faithful con- 
versation, as occasion offered, through 
the week; to earnest and repeated 
visitation to the parents, that every 
motive and instrumentality mght be 
made to tell upon the hearts of the 
children. The thought of meeting 
these immortal beings at the bar of 
God, and that their destiny may be 
determined by our faithfulness or un- 
faithfulness, must be overwhelming.— 
Permit me to suggest another thought. 

The very labour of instruction in 
Sabbath-schools, is salutary. This is 
evident from the numerous instances 
of conversion among the teachers, 
which affords encouragement to all 
the youth to engage in a work so 
interesting and important. By attempt- 
ing to do good to others, we are our- 
selves blessed; by opening the Scrip- 
tures to the capacity of learners, our 
own understandings are enlightened; 
by endeavouring to interest them in 
the history of Jesus and his astonish- 
ing love, our own hearts are melted 
and subdued. Go on in your benevo- 
lent work, be not weary in well doing, 
and may you at last present these 
children before the Father, and say, 
‘© Here are we, and the children thou 
hast given us.’”? Those are great 
losers who are unwilling to engage in 


this good work. 





























THE IMPORTANCE OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTION. 


Extract from the circular letter of a Baptist 
Association, 


Those who have the management 
of Sabbath-schools cannot be too care- 
ful in the selection of teachers. Ifthe 
minister of the gospel be excepted, 
we know not of a more interesting 
and responsible employment, than that 
of a faithful, pious and affectionate 
Sabbath-school teacher. To such it 
belongs, to give the earliest exercise 
to those mental powers that are short- 
ly to rule the world. To them is it 
assigned, to give the earliest direction 
to those moral powers, which through 
the Holy Ghost are soon to renovate 
the world. We would not fix the 
standard for a Sabbath-school so high 
as to depress and discourage; yet who, 
that admits the above statement, (and 
who will deny it’) but will feel at 
once, that it is an employment worthy 
the most assiduous attention? Fixing 
a correct sentiment in the mind of a 
child, may ultimately prove the means 
of his conversion to God. That man 
may one day become a Luther, who 
may shake to the foundation some 
Anti-Christian power. He may be- 
come a Whitefield, whose piety and 
eloquence may carry with him a halo 
of gospel glory, wherever he directs 
his course. Or that person may be- 
come a second Mrs. Fry, or Newell, 
or Judson, who, like ministering an- 
gels, bless the world, and become at 
once an honor to their sex and to the 
gospel. The labours of such men and 
women will doubtless transmit the 
same blessing to succeeding genera- 
tions. And where, under the blessing 
of Him who has taught us not to des- 
pise the day of small things, may the 
effects of one effort of a Sabbath- 
school teacher extend’? Your names, 
to be sure, may not emblazon and 
adorn the historic page of the heroes 
and heroines of this apostate world; 
but your record is on high, and your 
judgment is with the Almighty. And 
remember, that what is frequently in 
high estimation among men, is abomi- 
nation in the sight of God; and what 
may be entirely overlooked by men, 
may be had in everlasting remem- 
brance before God. She hath done 
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what she could, is an honorable testi- 
mony. It is almost certain that the 
erection of this spiritual building is 
not to be effected by the single act of 
an individual, but by an immense mul- 
titude of workmen, to each of whom 
is assigned his proper place and em- 
ployment. No person, however small 
his capacity, need stand idle. He may 
hew in the mountain, transport the 
materials, drive a pin, clear away the 
rubbish, or do something for the com- 
pletion of this heavenly building. 

The minister will always be forward 
in promoting Sabbath-schools. No- 
thing can be more pleasant in the dis- 
charge of his arduous duties, than to 
preach to an enlightened, intelligent, 
and spiritual people; and next to his 
own labours, nothing lays a better 
foundation to make them so, than the 
schools of which we speak. On the 
other hand, nothing can tend more to 
paralyze exertion and damp the spi- 
rits, than after the labour and anxiety 
of preparation, to perceive that his 


words shoot above the heads of his | 
people, and that they are ignorant of | 


the subject on which he discourses. 
How greatly, brethren, are the chil- 

dren of the present day distinguished 

above many of their parents. We look 


back to the days of our childhood with | 


feelings of regret. . No friendly hand 
led us in the paths of wisdom and un- 
derstanding. We were indeed led 
to the sanctuary; but being young, 
like bottles placed in a shower of rain, 
we caught but little; whereas the 
teacher in the Sabbath-school takes 
them one by one and fills them full. 
If children of the present day improve 
their superior privileges, they will, 
under the blessing of God, be useful 
and happy; if they neglect them, they 
will certainly fall in the rear of others 
of the present day, and the serious 
and fatal consequences will probably 
be matter of future and unavailing la- 
mentation. 


We hardly feel justified in keeping 
the reader’s eye, a single moment, 
from the following article, which we 
copy from the Episcopal Register. We 
therefore agree with him, that he may 











read it at once, but we shall call him 
back to it again, that we may urge 
upon his close consideration, what af- 
fords so much for the encouragement, 
instruction, and imitation of teachers. 


Few of the children whom we are 
called to instruct, are blest as was 
**Pp.’s” friend. For such a mother as 
his, who might not well exchange al! 
that the world can hold of honour, 
wealth, and pleasure? Our employ- 
ment leads us to an acquaintance with 
many children and young persons who 
have some strong and prevailing pas- 
sion, perhaps not anger, as in P.’s 
case, but it may be pride, envy, scl- 
fishness, ambition, &c. And we shall 
probably never find the instance in 
which the first efforts to conquer it, 
or to check its out-breaking, are not 
made in entire self-dependence. 


It isa teacher’s duty and pleasure to 
study the character of each child in 
his class, with diligence and careful- 
ness, in order to ascertain, precisely, 
what are its ruling passions and de- 
sires; and then to accommodate his 
course and manner of instruction to 
the peculiar case. What & specimen of 
mild, unyielding, and patient disci- 
pline, does this mother furnish. What 
encouragement does her success hold 
out to all who are called to manage the 
wayward, and often head-strong, pas- 
sions of a child. In what soft and per- 
suasive accents does she utter the lan- 
guage of counsel and rebuke. How 
earnest is her remonstrance, and how 
pure and commanding the motives 
which she sets before her offend- 
ing child. Where shall we turn our 
eyes, to behold a more lovely and in- 
teresting scene, than that which pre- 
sents to us a faithful, anxious mother, 
clasping with her arms, a fretful and 
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ill-natured, yet “dearest boy,’ and 


with all the 


thus lifting him up, 


strength and fervency of devotion, to 
the **Aock that is higher than herse Ag 
Well did he call her * my blessed mo- 


ther.”’ 
| From the F.piscopal Register. } 


** LEAD ME TO THE ROCK THAT IS HIGH- 
ER THAN 1.” 
Psalm 61st 2d. 

I once had a friend, a minister of the 
gospel, who was afflicted with a most 
distressing malady. In the midst of 
apparent health, and activity, and 
cheerfulness, he would fall down de- 
prived of sense and motion, like one 
dead. J had often been with him in 
these paroxysms, and observed that 
they were always accompanied with a 
convulsive reaching upward, and feel- 
ing after something, like a person grop- 
ing in darkness. The last one I ever 
witnessed was fearfully appalling. 
There was the accustomed cry of ter- 


ror, Oh ’m going!” The shudder- | 


ing grasp at vacancy—and—all was 
over. He fell so violently as to break 
the feeble barrier my outstretched 
arms afforded, and sunk beside me. |! 
eagerly called for assistance—we rais- 
ed him to the bed—with trembling 
haste applied restoratives—and it was 
many, Many minutes before any one 
dared hope that the light of life would 
ever visit him again. Slowly he open- 
ed his eyes—but their gaze was up- 
ward, upward—as if it would penetrate 
the ceiling, and look beyond it into 
other worlds. Presently a faint mur- 
mur rose from his lips. I applied my 
ear to listen, but could only catch 
what appeared like an incoherent and 
dreamy utterance, about ‘‘a rock.” 
Reason gradually returned to the poor 
sufferer, and one of its first efforts was 
to ask me to read the Bible. ‘* Read,” 
said he, “the 61st Psalm.” I complied 
with his request, and commenced with 
that most appropriate supplication, 
“‘Hear my cry O God! attend unto my 
prayer! From the end of the earth 
will I cry unto thee when my heart is 
overwhelmed: Lead me to the Rock 
that is higher than I’’—** Stop there! 
stop there!” said he. —Then clasping 
his hands he repeated, ‘‘Lead me to 
the Rock that is higher than {!” “This 
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‘with wonder; Sut now, 


text is like a spell upon my life! It has 
been my salvation in every moral dan- 
ger—the polar star which has guided 
my wanderings when I have been well 
nigh wrecked in the deceitful abyss of 
worldly folly! and I will tell you how. 
When I was a very little child my 
blessed mother used to make me read 
to her every morning a chapter in the 
Old Testament, one in the New, and 
one of the Psalms. It was her habit to 
question me as to what I recollected 
of the chapters, mingling her explana- 
tions and instructions with my answers; 
and she would always find one verse 
in the short Psalm, which she desired 
me to take as a sort of motto for the 
day, often repeating it, and thinking 
of it deeply. LI was very passionate 
naturally; (Ll shudder to remember how 
passionate | was!) and one morning 
when Ehad been giving violent sway 
to this mastering propensity of my lit- 
tle heart, my mother called me to her, 
and made me sit down as usual at her 
feet and read my chapters. I did it 
very sullenly, and when I had conclud- 
ed the Psalm, she drew me close to 
her, and taking both my hands in her’s, 
(I think I can feel at this moment her 
soft and gentle pressure, and see the 
melting tenderness of her eye as it 
was fixed upon me with sad expression) 
she said, affectionately,— 

‘Now my dear son, ¢/is is your text 
for the day—*‘ Lead me to the Rock 
that is higher than I!” ‘* My dear 
boy,” she proceeded, ‘* do you know 
that you have done very wickedly? 
that you have not only grieved your 
mother, but sinned against that bless- 
ed God who takes care of you, and 
loves you?” 

I was subdued in an instant by my 
mother’s calm and persuasive manner. 
I loved her to idolatry, and stubborn 
as I was to others, she could make a 
lamb of me at pleasure: and as she con- 
tinued softly and soothingly to tell me 
of the compassion of the Deity, the 
birth of the infant Jesus—his sufferings 
and death, and that they all were 
borne for me, I was choking with 
my tears. I had heard the iectiag 
story again and again, and always 
it seemed 
touched with living interest. I leaned 
upon my mother’s lap, and sobbed 
forth my penitence and remorse. 
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“My dear boy,” said she, *‘ you 


know you have always felt sorry, and 
promised amendment when you ‘heave 
thus offended; and it has been only to 


sin, and sin again. Now I wish tomake | 


you feel that you cannot reform your- 
self—and you will be convinced of this, 
if you will only think how many times 
you have wished to be good, and still 
on the slightest temptation, have again 
offended. But there is one, my love, 
who will assist your feeblest efforts! 
It is the same blessed Jesus who was 
once like yourself a little child, and 
had a great many more hardships to 
contend with. He was tempted, and 
has promised to ** succour those who 
are tempted.” He ts ‘*the Rock” 
spoken of in your text; and it should 
be your constant prayer that you may 
be led to him! There is safety no 
where else! Whenever then, my dear- 
est boy, you feel yourself inclined to 
such sinful anger, let your first wish 
be, “Lead me to the Rock that is 
higher than I.”’—Let it be your morn- 
ing and evening supplication, and 
never rest till you feel yourself firmly 
fastened there!” 

She then made me kneel down; and 
kneeling beside me, with her arm 
clasping my waist, she commended me 
to God and to his grace so fervently, 
and so pathetically, that the recollec- 
tion of that hour will always linger in 
my memory. Ithought I never should 
be passionate again. But alas! even 
on that very day | was frequently re- 
minded of my own weakness, and re- 
called from very near approaches to 
fretfulness, and ill. temper, by my mo- 
ther’s serious but sweet expression, 
and an emphatic ‘‘ Lead me to the 
Rock that is higher than I!” 

Alas! I soon lost this devoted mo- 
ther! She was too fair and frail a 
plant to buffet the storms of life, and 
so she was bowed beneath them. | 
forgot her pious precepts, and my spi- 
rit was too nearly assimilated to a li- 
centious world—but I can say with 
truth, that in the wildest career of folly, 
when sense and reason have been al- 
most annihilated, and the voice of con- 
science has been disregarded; those 
very words, ‘* Lead me to the Rock 
that is higher than 1,”” have come over 

my benumbed senses like a voice from 
the tombs, restoring me to my better 


self, and quickening me toa 


sense of 
my infatuation and my guilt. 

I was once a victim to calumny and 
falsehood, and the fever of my soul 
had well nigh driven me to madness: 


| but the same sweet words in all the 
| tenderness of my mother’s tones, fell 
| on my burning spirit, and I was calm 
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ed. In that season of bereavement! 
too, when all that i loved seemed for 
saking me, they entered my desolated 
heart like a dream of childhood, re 
storing to me thoughts of happiness, 
and innocence, and peace. 

They at length became as the hand 
writing on the wall to guilty Belshaz 
zar.—* Lead me to the Rock that is 
higher than 1,’? was continually in my 
imagination, Not as heretofore with 
soothing influence, but as something 
fearful and appalling. Go where |! 
would it followed me, and the con 
sciousness that [had hardened my hear‘ 
against its silent teachings, pursued 
me like a phantom. It was this unde: 
God that led me to repentance! It is 
this that now shields me in temptation 
—and whenever these horrible strug 
gles, such as you have seen, come 
upon me, I instinctively reach forth to 
lay hold upon * the Rock that is high 
higher than L.”’ P. 


Who can set bounds to the enter 
prise of Christians, or count up the 
blessings that would flow from it, o1 
measure the influence of their example, 
or estimate their moral power, if the 
spirit of the following language were 
universally felt. 


| Addressed to Henry Martyn by the 


young Lady to whom he was engug 
ed to be married. 


* To! we have left all and followed thee.” 


Luke xvi. 

Jesus! I my cross have taken, 

All to leave and follow thee, 
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken, 

‘Thou from hence my all shall be. 
Perish every fond ambition, 

All Ywe sought, or hoped, or known, 
Yet, how rich is my condition, 

God and Heaven are al! my own! 


Let the world despise and leave me, 
‘They have left my Saviour too, 
Human hearts and looks deceive me, 
Thou art not hke them untrue ; 
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And whilst thou shalt sm1\ upon me, 
God of wisdom, love, and might, 

Foes may hate, and friends may scorn me, 
Show thy face and all is night. 


Go then earthly fame and treasure, 
Come disaster, scorn, and pain, 
In thy service pain is pleasure, 
With thy favour loss is gain. 
1 have called thee Abba, Father, 
I have set my heart on thee ; 
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather, 
All must work for good to me. 


Man may trouble and distress me, 
“Twill but drive me to thy breast; 

Life with trials hard may press me, 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 

Oh! ‘tus not in grief to harm me, 
While thy love is left to me; 

Oh! *twere not in joy to charm me, 
Were that joy unmixed with thee. 


Soul! then know thy full salvation, 
Rise o’er sin, and fear, and care ; 
Joy to find in every station, 
Something still to do or bear. 
Think what spirit dwells within thee, 
think what Father's smiles are thine, 
hink that Jesus died to save thee— 
Child of Heayen! canst thou repine ? 


Haste thee on from grace to glory, 

Armd by faith, and wing’d by prayer; 
Heaven's eternal days before thee, 

God’s own hand shall guide thee there. 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 

Soon shall pass thy pilgrim’s days ; 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, 

Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 


ee 


It may not be an unseasonable time 
to bespeak for the American Sunday- 
School Union, on whose sole responsibi- 
lity this work is published, the continu- 
ed good-will, affection, and confidence 
of the whole Christian community— 
especially of parents, teachers, and mi- 
nisters. It asks for no exclusive pri- 
vileges, and it disclaims every desire 
or design to interfere with the rights 
or opinions of others, whether indivi- 
As it has opportunity 
it would do good unto all men, and 
would multiply the opportunities of 
so doing, by establishing schools and 
libraries in every town, village, and 
neighbourhood throughout the Jand. 


duals or sects. 





| 


Its purposes are praiseworthy. No 
enlightened man will frown upon any 
effort to elevate the views, instruct 
the minds, and purify the hearts of 
his fellow-men, whatever difference 
of opinion may prevail, as to the best 
or proper mode of effecting the object. 

In estimating the importance and 
practicability of our plans and opera- 
tions, or the probability of their final 
success, prejudice, jealousy, and evil 
surmisings should be dismissed—a ge- 
nerous mind will not knowingly en- 
Until 
evidence is furnished to convince us 


tertain them for a moment. 


otherwise, wé should believe a pro- 
fessed object to be the real one. Ours 
is one of pure benevolence and of su- 
preme consequence. 


The end which the 4dmerican Sun- 
day-School Union has in view, is the 
diffusion of a healthful moral, and re- 
ligious influence over the whole land. 
Embracing in all its plans and pros- 
pects every sect and class of people, 
and every territory, it will not have 
accomplished its high purposes until 
‘* a Sunday-school is planted wherever 
These are the 


there is a population.” 


principles of the institution, and from 
them we shall never designedly de- 
part. 

It has been with a consciousness 
that its purpose and aim are thus libe- 
ral and elevated, that its friends and 
patrons have been cheered and sus- 
tained in their progress thus far, and it 
is delightful to contemplate the steady 
attachment which has been felt to its 
interests. A great majority of ministers 
and Christians, and enlightened citizens 
of America, are, however, yet to feel 
that deep concern for its prosperity, 
which its importance would justify. Its 
interests have been signally proteeted 
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and fostered by the good Providence 
of God, and in due time it will acquire 
all the confidence and character which 
are necessary to accomplish His pur- 
poses. It is our heart’s desire, that 
it may never be forsaken of Him, and 
that its plans may be supported, and 
its operations extended, only so far as 


they shall conduce to the interests of 


His glorious kingdom. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


MONTHLY CONCERT OF PRAYER FOR SAB- 
BATH-SCHOOLS. 

Mr. Editer,—1 am highly pleased 
to sce the deep interest you take in 
the Monthly Concert of Prayer for 
Sunday-schools, on the second Monday 
of each month. I believe the more it 
is extended and encouraged, the more 
will Sunday-schools Rourish: but I 
fear that there are many persons en- 
gaged in Sunday-school instruction, 
who know nothing of. this meeting, 
and for their information, and all others 
concerned in training up immortal be- 
ings, I will mention what I consider 
the object of this meeting. 

It is to give correct information of 
the progress, influence, and good ef- 
fects of Sunday-school instruction on 
society; in reforming the vicious, en- 
lightening the ignorant, and bringing 
many, both young and old, rich and 
poor, into the kingdom of heav en; to 
encourage and stimulate teachers; to 
unite and concentrate efforts for its 
success; but above all, to pour out the 
united, fervent prayer of faith, for a 
blessing on this heavenly institution. 
If this be, indeed, the object of this 


meeting, ought it not to be encourag- | 


ed? Ought not every friend of Sun- 
day-schools to attend it? 
low it to be a duty; but I need go no 
further than my own town, to find 
very many who profess to regard Sun- 
day-schools very highly, but yet mani- 
fest no interest in this meeting. Do 
you ask, if it be possible that those who 
have the care of immortal souls, can 
neglect to unite their prayers, for a 
blessing on their labour? Who would 
believe that ina place containing three 


All must al- | 





Sunday-schools, one of them with up- 
wards of 30 teachers, 2 superinten 
dents, a board of managers, and 200 
scholars, the average aftendance at the 
Monthly Concert would not eaceed 15' 
Neither children, parents, nor guar. 
dians, nor the friends of the institution 
attend, or are even invited to attend. \t 
has been our custom, to make it too 
much of a teachers’ meeting, and | 
fear this is the case in other places. | 
recommend that this practice cease, 
and some other time be appointed for 
a teachers’ meeting. And let this 
meeting be devoted to the purposes 
of itsappointment. Let all the Sun- 
day-schools in the same place unite 
in it, and invite the children with their 
parents or guardians, and all other 
friends of the institution; and let a 
committee be appointed to collect in- 
formation of the progress and influ- 
ence of Sunday-schools, who shall 
report every month; and Jet its im- 
portance be urged respectfully but 
earnestly upon the consideration of 
all. This will make it, indeed, a de 

lightful coneert. A ‘TEACHER, 


In the prosecution of the difficult 
and important labour we have under 
taken, we shall always strive to feel a: 
if we were surrounded by a circle 
collected 
from various parts of the land—differ 


ing in character, temper, and situa 


of Sunday-school teachers, 


tion—ready to receive whatever warn 
ing, excitement, or reproof, the ex 
perience and observation of other: 
may suggest, or their own feelings 
and circumstances make needful. To 
illustrate this variety, we call to re- 
membrance, teachers who make no 
pretensions to religious motives or af- 
fections; but who feel that there is 
something kind and interesting in the 
instruction of children, and with a sin- 
cere and praiseworthy desire to do 
good, they enlist in the service. We 
have known some of this class who 


sorrow deeply that they are actuated 











by no higher and holier motives; and | strength, and 


indeed they seemed to need only the 
gentlest breathing of a divine influ- 
ence, to make them teel all the con- 
straining’ power of the love of Christ. 
How many profess more and do less! 
Others there are (when will they 
be increased a thousand fold’) whose 
motives to exertion in this holy work, 
These 


stand on some elevated point in the 


are derived from the gospel. 


path of their pilgrimage, and behold 
dimly and afar off, yet with blessed 
certainty, the end of their faith and 
labour. ‘They see in the distant pros- 
pect, “the Canaan that they love,”’ 
into whose green and peaceful fields 
they hope to enter, and to guide, di- 
rect, and lead many others. In all 
their perplexities, temptations, trials, 
doubts and fears, they have confidence 
‘in the hand that leads them, and in 
the nght hand that upholds them,” 
and in this confidence they goon their 
way rejoicing. 

In the circle which we have sup- 
posed to surround us, we have known 
many of the refined and educated of 


both is admirable 


sexes; and there 
proportion and exquisite beauty inthe 
character which some of them exhibit 
The 


formed have been selected and pre- 


to us. materials of which it is 
pared by a course of enlightened mo- 
ral, and religious education; while for 
its strength, and order, and durability, 
itis indebted to the hand that hath 
** stretched out the heavens as a cur- 
tain, and laid the foundations of the 
earth that they cannot be removed.” 

But there are those too, who, with few 
of the advantages of education, even 
in human learning, and with all the dif- 
heulties, and trials, and mortifications, 


to which the want of it exposes them, 


Jraye gone forward in their Master’s | 


1 


lit 


with a single eye to 
their Master’s glory; and exercising 
humble prayer and living faith, have 
been made instruments of such signal 

rvice to the kingdom of God, as to 


excite wonder on earth and joy m 
heaven. 
It is unnecessary to pursue any far- 


ther, a topic which was introduced 
only to show the variety of character 


with which we are connected, and 
what they can do for us and for each 
other. We need not speak of parents, 
masters, and guardians, whose interest 
in the subject of moral and religious 
education is so deep and obvious; 
nor of those who are feeling, and 
thinking, and acting in the cause, for 
the sake of its bearings on the welfare 
of the political community. 

This glance at the relation we hope 
to sustain to the society of teachers, is 
sufficient to show the difficulties and 
responsibilities of the place, and ought, 
as we think, to ensure to us (till we 
forfeit them) the kindness, assistance, 
patronage, and prayers of all ** who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincert- 
ty’’—of all who have at heart the hap- 
piness (present and future) of the ge- 
neration that is to come after us—and 
of all who desire to see wisdom and 
knowledge the stability of our times. 
To them all we offer our aid and co- 
operation, in whatever can make the 
human race, or any portion of it, 
wiser, better, or truly happier; and 
from them all, we ask whatever can 
make our intercourse profitable—our 
fruitful 


labour our progress rapid, 


and our success complete. 


For the American Sunday-Sehool Magazine. 


TO TEACHERS, Sl PERINTENDENTS, AND 
MANAGERS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Mr. Editor,—\ am pleased to see so 
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much of your valuable Magazine occu- 
pied by teachers, for if they will take 


the trouble, they may give much valu- | 
able information about the instruction | 


and management of schools. 
In endes to flourish, our Sunday- 
schools must be fostered and encourag- 


ed; and those who conduct them, | 


must take a deep, and lively interest 
in their success, or else they will soon 
decline, and utterly fail. It is of chief im- 
portance that the officers, but more par- 
ticularly the teachers, of our schools, 
should be endued with a spirit of love 


and self-denial. On looking back upon | 
the past year, | see many neglected | 
opportunities to speak to my class | 
We | 
have now begun another season of in- | 
struction in the school to which [am | 


about the interests of the soul. 


attached, and as it becomes every 


teacher to do, | have looked at the | 


past, and formed resolutions for the 
future. 
ter example before 
teachers, by being punctual at school, 
and by attending to my own class only. 


2. Lam resolved to study the lessons | 
y 


myself before I go to school, and not 
to be satisfied with merely hearing my 
class recite, but I will be prepared to 


explain the meaning to them. 3. Iam | 
resolved to take advantage of every | 


opportunity, to impress upon their 
minds simple religious truths—that 


they are sinners, and that without an | 


interest in the blood of Christ, they 
must perish; and earnestly beseech 
them to give up their hearts to Him 
now, that He may be their guide 
through life. 4. Lam resolved to visit 
the parents and guardians of the 
children of my class, once a month, 
and oftener if I can, to interest them, 


to gain their confidence, and to con- | 


vince them, that my humble efforts 
are designed to assist them in the re- 
ligious education of their children. 
Thus making it necessary that their 
er should be united with mine. 

{am resolved to take and read the 
Sealine School Magazine, and similar 
publications, to stimulate and encour- 
age me in my duty. But lastly and 
chiefly I resolve, that I will earnestly 
pray for my class in private, and at 
the Monthly Concert, since I know 
that all my labour will be in vain, un- 
less God blesses it. These resolutions, 
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| bility that is upon us. 





1. I am resolved to set a bet- | 
our scholars and | 














or resolutions similar to them, I recom- 
mend to the consideration of my fellow 
teachers. We have been too long 
satisfied with improving the memories 
of children; let us now fulfil the main 
part of our duty, and improve their 
understandings and hearts. We are 
not sufficiently aware of the responsi- 
If we look into 
futurity a few years, we see those now 
under our care, taking their places in 
society; and shall they be found in 
the paths of virtue and happiness, or 
in those of vice and wretchedness’ 


WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?’ 


Extract from a Letter to the Corresponding 
Secretary, dated C » Pa., Dee. 13, 1828. 


“The chief cause (of the decrease 
of our school) is the want of a suffi- 
cient number of suitable teachers to 
supply the different classes, and the 
(want of) the regular attendance of 
those already embarked. The latter, 
we fecl persuaded, is one of the 
greatest hindrances to the prosperity 
of the school, not only as it regards 
the attendance of the children, but 
their advancement in religious know- 


ledge.” 


CONDUCT UNDER DISCOURAGEMENTS. 


The following paragraph, contained 
ina letter to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary, from a superintendent of a Sun- 
day-school in Virginia, presents a case 
that is worthy of notice. 


“The S. S. Monthly Concert, for 
the two last months, was much better 
attended than several preceding ones: 
for a time, it appeared to engage the 
interest of so few, that we had al- 
most concluded upon discontinuing 
our meeting.” 


That it is discouraging to look at 
the indifference which Christians and 
friends of religion often manifest to 


such means of grace as these appointed 
seasons of prayer, we are not disposed 


to deny; but what warrant have we 
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for abandoning them, so long as two 
or three can be gathered together in 
the name of Christ? The presence of 
numbers who are engaged and ani- 
mated, has a powerful influence in 
quickening our own energies, and in 
strengthening us for the required ser- 
vice, as the presence of a glittering 
host, stretching in countless numbers 
over the field of battle, gives courage 
and confidence to the soldier, and 
makes him forget the perils by which 
he is encompassed, But will you for- 
sake the mercy-seat, because we are 
not there’ Does the prevalence of 
your supplications depend upon the 
number who accompany you in your 
devotions’ It is pleasant to see and 
feel that the hearts of a great multitude 
are engaged at once with us, in seek- 
ing the same blessings; and the benefit 
of these monthly seasons of concerted 
prayer is found, principally, in the mu- 
tual excitement which this feeling pro- 
duces; but we must have very erro- 
neous views of duty, and hold our 
privileges too much at the will of 
others, if we follow them when they 
‘“*forsake their own mercies.” The 
cause is too dear to be sacrificed while 
one man, or woman, or child, has a 


heart to plead for a blessing upon it. 


The multiplication of good books for 
children and young persons, is not an 
unmingled blessing. Many publica- 
tions have been sent abroad which are 
not only wanting in whatever makes a 
book religious, but are absolutely, and 
in themselves, irreligious. We have no 
doubt that many of the authors of the 
class of books which are not positively 
bad, are sincerely desirous to do good, 
and they inculcate, as they suppose, 
religious truth. 
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Leaving the question, “ What is 
truth?” Pilate 


done) unanswered—we will suggest to 


(as seems to have 
teachers the importance of obtaining 
right views of religious truth, in order 
to adopt right principles of religious 
Lf it 


it certainly is in teachers. 


is important in books, 


Every teacher is responsible for the 
use of all the means within his reach, 
to obtain a right understanding of di- 
vine truth. These means are readily 
discerned—the word of God is truth 
itself—truth in its most extensive, eX- 
alted, and only pure character. ‘This 
is, therefore, to be studied with great 
diligence—with a sincere desire to un- 
derstand it aright—-with a willingness 
to receive its doctrines in all their sim- 
plicity—and to obey its commandments 
It is 


to be studied with faith in it as a mes- 


in all their exceeding breadth. 


sage from God--with fervent prayer 
for an enlightened understanding, ele- 
vated affections, and a humble and 
teachable temper. But, the Sunday- 
school teacher is to study it with the 
desire, effort, and prayer, to obtain 


such a knowledge of its contents as 


may be properly and profitably com- - 


municated to a child. Whatever im- 
pressions the minds of children receive 
from the word of God, are safe and salu- 
tary. But in passing from the inspir- 
ed volume, through us, to the child’s 
mind, truth is likely to be mingled 
with error. Our preconceived opinions 
pervert it—our vain reasonings clog, 
and embarrass, and corrupt it—our cold 
and unskilful manner makes it ineffi- 
cient and lifeless. It becomes every 
one, therefore, who undertakes to in- 
struct a child in religious truth, first to 
obtain correct views of it himself, and 
then to adopt a mode of communicat- 


ing it to the pupil, which shall present 
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it most justly and forcibly to his mind, 
and impress it most deeply on his heart. 

That he is im error himself will not 
excuse him from guilt, if he neglect, 


or abuse any of the means of knowing | 


the truth; and his guilt will be greatly 
enhanced if he not only invites, but 
leads the untutored and confiding child 
into the same false way with himself. 
It is with the belief that this import- 
ant subject is not duly considered by 
many teachers, that we desire to have 
it treated of more fully in these pages. 
It can be done without offence; and 
while we shall, as opportunity presents, 
advert to it ourselves, we ask for the 
expression of the views of others who 
have thought long and well upon it. 





ANECDOTE OF REV. ROWLAND HILL. 
At a late meeting of a missionary 


society in London, fev. 2. Fill was | 
Upon a vote of | 


called to the chair. 
thanks being moved, he replied, by 
expressing a hope, ‘‘ that his services 
had been dedicated to Gop his Saviour, 
ever since he had tasted the joys of his 
redeeming love. Genuine believers 
were bought with a price, and were 
bound in conscience before God, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to pre- 
sent their bodies living sacrifices to 
His glory. All thanks, therefore, on 
such occasions as these, he thought, 
had better be laid aside; they were 
very cheap, and in some instances, not 
worth having; but he should certainly 
thank the assembly most of all, for a 
good, thumping collection.” Let 8.8. 
teachers feel this spirit, and their dis- 
couragements would soon disappear. 





A SUBJECT OF MEDITATION. 
**Knowledge has received an im- 
pulse which no power, less than that 
which carried back the shadow on the 
dial of Ahaz, can withstand. Its influ- 
ence will evidently soon be felt in 
every portion of the world; and whe- 
ther for evil or for good, must consti- 


tute at last an agent of high import- 


ance, amongst the elements of human | 


happiness or misery.” 
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AN INTERESTING SCENE. 


Extract from a Letter to the Corresponding 
Secretary, dated Salem, N. C., March 11, 1829. 


**On Sunday, the 29th, we had a 
joyful day indeed. The managers 
had invited the children of all our 
Sunday-schools to meet here, with 
their teachers, to celebrate our anni 
versary. We expected about half 
of them would appear; but we were 
most agreeably surprised to find more 
than 700 children, belonging to our 
association, had arrived from the dis- 
tance of from twelve to two miles. 
They, with their teachers, had as 
sembled in a public place, where 
every school formed in order, and 
marched in pairs, preceded by their 
teachers, and singing hymns to tli 
church. The church could only con 
tain the children and their teachers, 
and the crowded assembly of parents 
and others, had to stand around. 

“As soon as they had taken their 
places, the choir, with the organ, sang 
‘Suffer little children to come unto 
me, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.’ The children were then ad- 
dressed, and the anniversary sermon 
was preached. 

“The crowd then marched to a 
public square close by, where the chiil- 
dren and teachers received each a cake 
and a cup of coffee, provided by the 
citizens of the town. The children 
then sung out of the children’s hymn- 
book. When the children marched 
into the square, being a fine spring 
day, a soft breeze was rustling among 
the cedars that were standing in the 
centre of the square, as if the holy 
angels were coming to view their 
charge, and to hear them sing praises 
to their and our God, 

‘¢ Seven hundred children, at least, 
of the Sunday-school scholars, were 
present, with excellent behaviour, du- 
ring more than three hours’ service. 
The town children were not united 
with them, nor many others who came 
with their parents; so that the whole 
number must have been one thousand 
children besides the adults. I ques- 
tion whether ever in N. C., such a 
number of children were in one place 
for the adoration of Jesus. 

“All was intended to create a gene- 
ral attention in the county, to the glo- 
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rious cause of bringing children to the | 


Friend of children. 


‘‘When the children were’ asscm- | 


bled, I received an imvitation by 
twelve children, one from each school, 
as deputies, to proceed before them, 
on their march to church, which I 
joyfully accepted, and on opening my 
address, I mentioned that they had 
clected me one of their number, and 
I hoped I would remain one of them 
even in heaven; and as I was the oldest 
of them, I would proceed to mention 
to them the number of children in 
Sunday-schools united with us. Then 
followed the address and sermon be- 
fore mentioned.” 


EDUCATION IN NEW-YORK. 

Ihere are in the state of New-York, 
exclusive of the cities of New-York 
and Albany, 449,113 children between 
the ages of five and fifteen. The num- 
ber of pupils in the common schools is 
468,205, exclusive of those two cities. 
The returns are said to be complete 
from every town in the state, and not 
less than 46,000 officers are concerned 


in administering the system. In the 


sixteen counties embraced by the West- 


ern Sunday-School Union, the Visitant 
informs us, there are 160,684 children 
between five and fifteen; 174,977 pu- 
pits in common schools, and 47,000 in 
Sunday-schools. 


EDUCATION OF TEACERS., 

Allteachers of schools in Prussia are 
educated to their work. ‘They are re- 
quired to pass through a prescribed 
course of instruction and discipline, 
and a strict examination as to their 
mental and moral qualifications. 

The country is divided into districts, 
and each district is assessed for the sup- 
port of its school. Every parent is re- 
quired to send his children under pain 
of fine or imprisonment. 


Vou. VI.—19 


This law ex- 
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tends to Jews, Protestants, and Catho- 
lics. 

Religious instruction is also very 
thorough in that country; so thorough, 
that Professor Hodge, of the Princeton 
(N. J.) Theological Seminary, (who 
has recently travelled through it, and 
to whose lately published ** Lecture,” 
we are indebted for these valuable 
facts, ) states, that he **never met a 
poor boy selling matches in the strects, 
(and I made several experiments of the 
kind,) who could not answer any com- 
mon question on the historical parts of 
And 


one of the school commissioners of 


the Old and New ‘Testaments. 


Halle, (a town containing twenty-four 
or twenty-six thousand inhabitants, ) 
told me that a recent investigation led 
to the discovery of only fifty or sixty 
children who had hitherto neglected to 
attend the schools.” 


On the subject of religious educa- 
tion, Professor H. remarks, that 

‘* Experience has taught that no in 
strument is better adapted to the edu- 
cation of children than the Bible. It 
calls into exercise all their faculties, 
interests their feelings, and cultivates 
their moral powers. This truth is so 
obvious, that in the country of which 
we have been speaking, men who have 
no regard for the Bible as the word of 
God, on mere philosophical principles 
urge its being made the great instru- 
ment in the education of the young. 
Hlow different would be the state of 
Christendom, had Christians taught 
their children the Bible as faithfully 
as Mussulmans have taught the Koran.” 





NOTICE OF THE DEATH OF JUDGE HOOKER, 
OF SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


He that loves the Sunday-school 
cause, and has surveyed the breadth, 
and length, and height, and depth of 
its influence, longs and prays for the 
time when the servants of the Lonp 
Jesus Cunist, of every age and rank, 
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shall feel constrained to be active in 
the conducting and instructing of our 
So few are the cases of this 
kind that now occur, that we seize on 
any solitary example with great joy, 
in the hope that it may induce others 
to testify their love of Jesus by feeding 
his lambs. 

Judge Hooker, (who might have been 
the honourable citizen, to whom our 
correspondent refers in the Magazine 
of April, 1828, ) held at the time of his 
death, on the 7th ult., no less than 


schools. 


thirteen highly responsible and im- 
portant offices in the civil and religious 
community. His reputation as a coun- 
sellor and advocate; his professional 
skill, and the great precision, firmness, 
and integrity, for which he was dis- 
tinguished, had procured for him uni- 
versal confidence. He was faithful and 
wise in the improvement of every op- 
portunity to prevent and heal animosi- 
ties. For very many years he sustain- 
ed the sacred office of a deacon with 
unexceptionable dignity and propriety. 
Asa member of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, and from 
his connexion with many other depart- 
ments of religious charity, he was ac- 
quainted with, and deeply interested 
in, the benevolent operations of the age; 
but his attention was not called parti- 
cularly to Sabbath-schools until within 
three or four years. In 1827 he took 
his place as a teacher; and was, at 
that time, in the sixty-sixth year of 
his age. Several young men, who 
were disposed, at any age, and un- 
der any circumstances, to value reli- 
gious instruction, were committed to 
him; and never, after the commence- 
ment of his labour, did he abandon, or 
neglect it, when he was in town, or in 
sufficient health to endure the fatigue. 
He is known to have been deeply en- 
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gaged during the week in preparing 
for his duty in the Sunday-school; and 
though his knowledge of the history, 
doctrines, precepts, and promises of 
the Bible was thorough and accurate, 


| every exercise was made the subject of 


particular and careful investigation. 
His mode of teaching was adapted 


tothe advanced age of his class, but 


the plainness, fidelity, zeal and tender- 
ness which distinguished it, may b« 
profitably imitated by every Sunday- 
school teacher. He was perhaps pe- 
culiarly qualified to counsel young 
men. The knowledge which he had 
acquired, in his professional and officia! 
pursuits, of the ways of men, and of 


_the delusions and temptations which 


abound in every walk and grade of 
life, enabled him to teach and admo- 
nish with great force and feeling. And 
such was the confidence felt in his 
sincerity—and such the harmony of his 
life and profession, that counsel from 
his lips could not be lightly regarded. 

Judge Hooker felt very deeply that 
Christians in middle and advanced life, 
owe much of their labour and prayers 
to Sunday-schools; and that as a bless- 
ed auxiliary to the church, the institu 
tion claims of them, not good wishes 
and liberal support only, but their 4o- 
dily presence and personal effort in the 
schools. We saw clearly the moral 
power they are exerting, and the reli- 
gious influence they send out, far and 
He well knew 
what opportunities a Sunday-school 
teacher has of presenting the truth of 
God to the minds of his pupils, and 
what advantage is gained from their 
personal attachment to him; and (it 
he is advanced in life,) from their re- 


wide, over the land. 


spect for his age and Christian expe- 
rience. At the time of his death Judge 
H. was in his sixty-eighth year. 
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We thank God that he affords to the 


friends of Sunday-schools an example 


like this—that, in his providence, he | 


presents to us a man of such conside- | 


ration and character; highly elevated 
in his station and circumstances—en- 
joying so justly the esteem and con- 
fidence of the community—forsaking 


the ease and comfort of home—deny- |; 


ing himself the indulgence which the 
‘‘often infirmities” of age so loudly 
claim—that he may spend hour after | 
hour, of each returning Sabbath, in the 


instruction of a class in the Sunday- | 
school. 

Some of his latest thoughts were em- 
ployed upon this interesting topic; but 
the extreme debility which attended 
his last sickness, prevented him from 
saying much on any subject. The day 
before his death, at the moment of 


awaking from a disturbed sleep, he | 


said to one near him, “ Did I under- | 
stand you to say, that in all their trials | 
and difficulties, they look to their Sa- | 
viour as their only guide.” He was told 
that nothing had been said in the 
room for an hour or more; and when 
asked of whom he was thinking, he 
replied, “ the Sunday-School Society.” 
This was not, however, the only evi- 
dence he gave that his mind was oc- 
cupied with this and kindred subjects. 

jut he is in the presence of Him 
whe **seeth the end from the begin- 
ning;” who, in taking away, as in 
raising up his devoted servants, is in- 
tinitely wise and righteous. lis com- 
mand to every man is, ‘* Son, go work 
to-day in my vineyard.” And, * dbless- 
ed is that servant whom his Lord when 
he cometh shall find so doing.” 





DR. MILLER ON SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 
The N. J. S. S. Journal contains 
the following letter, written by Rev. 


Dr. Miller, of the Princeton Theolo- 
gical Seminary, to a clergyman who 
had requested his “opinion of the 
Sabbath-school system as pursued in 
the United States.” 
. 
This admirable institution appears 
to me adapted to produce the most 
happy, the most radical, and the most 
extensive etiects. It provides the 
means of instruction and improvement 
for thousands whose situation pre- 
cludes them from enjoying this privi- 
lege on the other days of the week. It 
teaches multitudes who might other- 
wise be destitute of such instruction, 
to sanctify the Lord’s day, and to 
reverence the worship and the book 
of God. It sends many children of 
the ungodly, the careless, and the 
profane, home to their parents, able 


_ to read, and perhaps, in some degree, 


to illustrate the pages of divine truth, 
even to those parents, and to all the 
more ignorant members of their re- 


_ spective families. ‘The new method 


of instruction in these schools also 
tends to benefit parents, by constrain- 
ing the children who are taught, to 
resort to their parents, every week, 
for aid in answering the questions put 
into their hands; thus compelling the 
parents, as well as the children, to 
read the holy Scriptures, and to think 
and inquire about them, and of course, 
to be in the way of saving benefit. 

In short, | know of no modern in- 
stitution so well adapted to awaken 
youthful attention, to enlighten the 
youthful mind, to improve the youth- 


| ful heart; and, by beginning with the 


rising generation, so well fitted, in the 
end, to lift up the whole frame of so- 
ciety to intelligence, virtue, and reli- 
gion. 

I once thought that there was no 
rood reason why the children of intel- 
ligent and pious parents-—parents able 
and willing to instruct their own chil- 


_ dren—should be sent to the Sabbath- 


| school; being under the impression that 


every thing in the way of tuition could 
be quite as well, if not better, done 
for them at home. But I have altered 


| my mind on this point. lt would 


children of all classes to attend. J 
think it my duty to send my own chil- 


' dren, not merely for the sake of ex- 


. 
; 

: 
i 
i 

. 








148 


ee a 


Dr. Miller on Sabbath-schools. 


May, 








ample, and to stimulate others, whose 


children may be less favourably situ- | 
ated, to do the same; but also froma | 


persuasion that my children are really 
likely to be better managed, and in 
some respects better instructed, in a 
well conducted Sabbath-school, than 
under my own roof, 


1 would, therefore, most earnestly | 
recommend to all parents to patronise || 


Sabbath-schools;—-to make a point of 


sending their own children;—and to | 


contribute, by all means in their pow- 
er, to render them better taught, more 
orderly, more efficient, and more use- 
ful. itis inthe power of every one 
to help forward this cause, And if 
iny estimate of the subject be not alto- 
gether erroneous, it 1s manifest that 


every one who lends his aid to the car- | 
rying on of a system so fraught with | 


advantages to the young and the old, 


to parents and children, to the church | 
and the world, ought to be reckoned | 


a public benefactor. 


Viewing this whole subject in the | 


light which I have stated, it has often 
been matter both of astonishment and 
regret with me, that so many ministers 





of the gospel take so little interest in | 


promoting Sabbath-schools; and that 
many others, who speak frequently 
and strongly in their favour, are not 


more disposed to engage with active | 


zeal in helping them on. 


Surely ministers of the gospel, of | 


i} 


| 


all men, ought to consider most fre- | 


quently and maturely the importance 
ot children, both to the church and the 
state; and how vitally momentous to 
the well being of society it is, that the 


whole mass of them, in every commu- | 
nity, be brought, as far as possible, 


under the influence of intellectual and 
moral culture. ‘his ts going to the 
fountain-head of al) improvement in 
human society; and it is not easy to 
conceive how an intelligent and con- 
scientious minister of Christ can re- 
main indifferent or idle, when such a 
cause is daily soliciting his aid, 


Ministers of the gospel have also, as | 


it appears to me, a further, and a very 
deep interest in this subject. It is of 


the utmost importance that all the | 
children and young people who attend | 


on their public ministry, be, as early 
us possible, prepared, by private in- 








struction, for a profitable attendance on j 





the service of the sanctuary. With this 
view, every wise and faithful pastor is 
careful regularly to catechise the chil- 


dren of his charge, and to institute 


Bible classes for their benefit. Now, 
the Sabbath-school ought to be regard- 
ed as a powerful auxiliary in promot- 
ing the same great object. Nay, ina 
multitude of cases, it proves more 
effectual in rousing, animating, inspir- 
ing with a thirst tor knowledge, and 
in preparing for all that is useful and 
good, than, perhaps, any or all other 
private means of instruction, whatever. 
What pastor, then, who is desirous 
that his own ministry should be suc- 
cessful; what pastor who wishes the 
youthful part of -his charge to be pre- 
pared to receive his preaching with 
as much intelligence and profit as pos- 
sible, can ever feel inditterent respect- 
ing the prosperity of Sabbath-schools, 
within the bosom of his congrega- 
tion? 

In truth, I am of the opinion, that 
every minister ought to consider the 
sheet-anchor of his hopes, not only 
for the church and state, but also for 
his own personal comfort, usefulness, 
and popularity, as lying, under God, 
peculiarly with the children and young 
people of his charge. If I could be so 
fur forgetful of my allegiance and duty 
to my Divine Master, as to pursue, 
supremely, my own personal comfort, 
and popular acceptance, I could not, | 
umm persuaded, take any other course 
so well adapted to the attainment ot 
my object, as that of paying unwea 
ried attention to the rising generation 
mingling much with them; and taking 
a deep wtterest, and an active part, in 
every lawful institution intended to 
promote knowledge, virtue, and piety 
among them. 

If it be asked, what ministers can 
and ought to do, for promoting the 
interest of Sabbath-schools’ | answer 
they can speak and plead in favour of 
them, on every suitable occasion 
They can take notice of them with 
respect and affection, in their ser 
mons, and in their public prayers, as 
well as in more private services. They 
can direct the benefaction of publi 
spirited and affluent Christians into 
their treasury. They can, as often as 
cireymstances admit, visit the Sabbath- 
schools within the bounds of their con 
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gregations, and address the pupils, and | 
pray with them. They can, in a word, | 
throw the whole weight of their opi- || 
nion, influence, and effort, whatever || 
may be their amount, into this scale, | 
and thus, every week they live, con- 
tribute to results of the happiest kind. 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
OBITUARY, 


It has not fallen to our lot to record | 
the death of any one of whose moral || 
worth, and deep, ardent, uniform pie- } 
ty, we have formed a higher estimate, || 
than of the late Rev. James B. Taytor. ] 
He died in Virginia, at the Union || 
Theological Seminary, on Sabbath | 
evening, March 29th, in the 27th year | 
of his age, As a Sabbath-school teach- | 
er we knew him well. He commenced | 
in this labour of love at a very early 
age, (on the 10th of March, 1816,) in 
the first school established in the con- | 
gregation of St. George’s Church in| 
. New-York; and continued to be the 
ardent friend and promoter of these 
nurseries of piety, which had been 
eminently blessed to his own spiritual 
benefit, as long as he lived. He unit- | 
ed himself to the Presbyterian Church | 








- 


then under the pastoral care of the 








Rev. Dr. Romeyn, and rapidly grew in 
grace, and inthe know ledge and fayour | 
of God. He was a most delightful Chris- | 
tian associate in the little prayer meet- 
ing of Sabbath-school teachers of St. 
George’s, as the surviving five of that | 


litthe band can bear testimony. Asa | 





Sabbath-school teacher, as a friend, 
brother, son, and as a Christian, we | 


should delight to dwell on his charac- | 





ter; but we must leave this pleasing | 
duty to his biographer, and give a i 
brief additional notice from the Visitant 
and Telegraph, in which his death is | 
announced. 


Obituary. 149 


a 





He was born in Middle Haddam, 
Connecticut; and was intended for the 
business of a merchant; but having em- 
braced the religion of Christ, he deter- 
mined to change his profession, and 
become a minister of the gospel. His 
College education was obtained at 
Princeton; his Theological at New Ha- 
ven. He had just finished his prepara- 
tory studies, and obtained license to 
preach the gospel, when a disease, un- 
der which he had previously suffered 
much, compelled him to suspend mi- 
nisterial labours, then barely com- 
menced, and seek a milder climate. 
Every measure, however, which skill 
and affection could suggest, proved in- 
efficacious. He languished for about 
three months, after his arrival at the 
Seminary; and two hours ago, breath- 
ed his last:—far from home, but near 
to heaven. 

Mr, Taylor was a young man, admi- 
rably fitted to be useful in the ministry. 
To a fine person, a sweet yet powerful 
voice, and a cultivated mind, he added 
piety, benevolence, humility, zeal 
and devotedness to his profession, such 
as I have rarely ever observed united, 
in one individual. 

{ do not know that I have ever seen 
any person so entirely desirous as he 
was to preach the gospel. It seemed 
to be the only object for which he 
wished to recover health, or to live. 
His peculiar fitness for the sacred of- 
fice appears from /Ais—that he had a 
remarkable facility in winning the af- 
fections of those with whom he held 
intercourse :—and Ais, that while he 
was pursuing his studies, he was made 
the instrument of bringing perhaps 
more persons to the knowledge of the 
truth, as it is in Jesus, than others have 
done in the ministration of many years. 
During his sickness, many letters came 
to him, expressive of the most devoted 
attachment; and reminding him of the 
blessing which had, in several places, 
attended his labours of love. 

From the time he came among us to 
the last moment of life, his faith did 
not fail, nor even faulter: nor did a 
cloud intercept his view of heaven. It 
would require a volume, to record his 
various expressions of love, joy and 
triumph.—And all the same, whether 
he had hopes of recovery, or felt that 
he soon must die. The fyll exercise of 
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reason was granted to him until the 
last. And when death came, although 
as fully sensible of it, as any who at- 
tended him; yet his spirit was as calm 
as a ‘summer evening,” and he re- 
marked that he ** had endeavoured to 
live in such a way that when he came 
to die, he should have nothing to do 
but to die.” About five minutes 
before his death he said, * Farewell, 
to you all, and farewell to this earth!” 
—Then, after a short time, addressing 
a beloved friend who was supporting 
him, he said with great emphasis, 
“ strive! strive! !” His friend asked, 
“Strive to do what?’—*To enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.” These 
were his last words. His ruling pas- 
sion was strong in death—-to the very 
last moment, he wished to preach the 
gospel. 

And we shall see, hereafter, that 
all things in regard to him, were or- 
dered well by that Lord and Saviour, 
to whom he 
in soul, body, and spirit, for time and 
eternity. Indeed, our departed bro- 
ther wished both to live here, and to 
depart hence, for the same great ob- 
ject—that he might serve him, whom 
he felt to be his Father in heaven. 
The thought and the hope of heaven 
were delightful, because there, he 
should serve perfectly and constantly. 
But it seemed to be no matter of anxiety 
to him, where he was, if he only could 
be doing sometlfing for his redeeming 
Lord; and he once very joyfully re- 
marked, after expressing a strong 
wish to preach the gospel—* but hea- 
ven is no place of idleness—I shall be 
doing something there to serve my 
Heavenly Father.’’ Let not his friends 
when they hear of his death, ** sorrow 
as those that have no hope:” 
in Jesus. And, though his heart over- 
flowed with the tenderest affection to 
his relatives, when adverting to the 


had consecrated himself 


i} 


he sleeps | 


circumstance of dying at a distance | 


from home, he frequently said, “I 
shall soon see them again: 
meet before long in heaven.” May 
they all live as he lived, and die with 
the same hope which supported him, 
in his last, protracted pci and 


through his mortal conflict. 


we shall | 


From our own intimate knowledge — 


of this dear young man, we can re- 


spond to every sentiment of commen- 
dation which is here given him, and 
we would hold up his bright example, 
to our young readers especially, for 
their imitation. F. W. P. 
MISSIONARY FUND. 

liberality of the Dauphin 
County (Pa.) Sunday-School Union, 


The 


in appropriating thirty dollars of their 
coliections to aid the missionary fund 
of the Parent Society, is unprecedent- 
ed. Incredible as it may seem, this is 
the largest amount which has ever been 
contributed by any auxiliary, at one 
time, to this department of our Sun- 
And it cannot 


be because it is considered an unim- 


day-school operations. 


portant branch of our labour,—so far 
from it, there 
given by all our agents to the value 


is uniform testimony 


and indispensable importance of mis- 
sionary services. 

If our auxiliaries, wherever it is 
practicable, would make collections 
or appropriate funds for this purpose, 
the amount so appropriated might be 
retained by the society, and being 
credited to the Parent Institution, 
would be acknowledged in the Maga- 
The effort of a few auxiliaries, 
in this behalf, would attract the no- 
and stimulate the exertion of 


zine. 


tice, 
others; and when the managers of the 
Parent Society shall find its auxiliaries 
disposed to make such an effort, a 
corresponding exertion will be made 
by them; and thus united, they could 
command a much greater amount of 
missionary labour, and could bestow it 
more economically, than in any other 
form. Every auxiliary would receive 
the benefit of its own funds, in mis- 
sionary labour, performed on ils own 


ground, and would receive, in addition 


to this, such assistance from the Pay 
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rent Society, as the circumstances of | 
the case should demand. W 
example of the 


e hope the 
Dauphin County 
Union will be extensively followed, 
and that we and all our auxilianes 
shall reap a lasting benefit from it. 





THE SPIRIT OF UNION. 

The following is substantially the 
principle on which the London Mis- 
sionary Society is established. We 
have made a slight variation of lan- 
guage to accommodate it to the case, 


and it expresses the principle on 


which the &merican Sunday-School 


inion founds its claims to Christian 
regard and charity. 


*“*As the union of Christians of va- 
rious denominations, in carrying on 
this great work, is a most desirable 
object; to prevent, if possible, any 
cause of future dissension, it is declar- 


ed to be a fundamental principle of 
the society, that its design is not to | 


inculcate any form of church order or 
rovernment, (about which there may 
be difference of opinion among serious 
persons, ) but to spread the truth of the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God, 

among children; and that it shall be left 
(as it ought to be left) to the minds of 
the persons whom God may call into 
the fellowship of his Son, from among 
them, to assume for themselves such 
form of church government, as to 
them shall appear most agreeable to 
the word of God.” 





DWIGHT MISSION SUNDAY-SCHOOL,. 


A report from the Dwight Mission 
(Ark. Ter.) Sunday-School, dated 
February 25, gives a favourable ac- 
count of its progress during the last 
year. In 1827-8, the number of pu- 
pils was 55, and in 1828-9, it increased 
to 71. 
the school, and 43 of the pupils are 
able to commit portions of Scripture. 
The removal of the natives, in pursu- 
ance of a compact with the general 











There isa library attached to | 








government, has greatly interrupted 
their school, and compelled them to 
suspend all its operations for a season. 


THE SPIRIT OF BENEVOLENCE, 
The March number of the Z'heolo- 
gical Repertory contains a sermon by 
Rey. Charles P. M‘llvaine, of Brooklyn, 
New-York. His 


known and oft-re peated clause of our 


text is the well- 


blessed Lord’s prayer, ** Thy kingdom. 
come.” ‘The preacher considers that 
our Lord enjoins it upon all who re- 
ceive his word to pray for the advance- 
ment of his kingdom, and to feel an 


earnest and affectionate interest in its 


extension. 


‘¢ The injunction of our master,” he 
says, “* will not permit the confinement 
of our anxieties and efforts to ourselves. 
If our charity may begin, it must not 
end at home. To save our own souls 
and those of our families, should be 
our first and greatest concern; but the 
salvation of al! those for whom ‘God 
spared not his own Son,’ should be 
excecdingly dear to us, and will be so, 
precisely in proportion, as our hearts 
are the temples of the Holy Ghost. 

**Any thing more contradictory, 
cannot imagine, than to call one a 
Christian, and to see him in the ha- 
bitual use of the prayer before us, and 
yet say that practically he is almost 
entirely indifferent to the promotion of 
the gospel in the world. What saith 
the Apostle’? ‘/f any man have not the 


spirit of Christ, he is none of His.’ 


**Oh, may we all drink deeply and 
daily of that spirit, so that, feeling a 
more engrossing engagement, and la- 
bouring with more unceasing effort for 
the souls of men, we may enjoy more 
abundantly the precious evidences of 
being instrumental in turning many to 
righteousness!” 

‘*The manner in which the spirit 
which this prayer expresses will ap- 
pear, is thus opened te us:—I1st, It will 
appear in a spirit of inquiry—a thirst 
for information as to all that relates to 
the progress of the kingdom of God. 

“1 confess, brethren, I feel astonish- 
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ed continually to see, not only how lit- 
tle is known among the mass of pro- 
fessing Christians, as to the great ef- 


forts at present making, by various | 


denominations in the church to extend 
the sway of the gospel; but how little 
solicitude is felt to know any more. 

** What subjects should so engage a 


Christian’s interest as the great work | 


of distributing the Scriptures; of rear- 


ing up a generation in virtue and reli- | 


gion by our Sabbath-schools; of check- 


ing the plague of intemperance; of | 
training up pious and well-educated | 


men to supply the destitute with the 

ministry of the gospel; of sending out 
to east and west, north and south, the 
messengers of truth to preach the gos- 
pel to every creature’ What soldier of 
enterprise and prowess should we so 
much love to follow, in the details of 
his march, as the intrepid leader in 
some bloodless conflict with the pow- 
ers of darkness—freeing captive souls 
from eternal death; a leader such as 
the splendid and lovely Heber, putting 
on the mitre of a Bishop, only that he 
may take up the more laboriously the 
cross of a missionary; counting no ho- 
nours so precious, as that of being al- 

lowed to toil as the chief missionary of 
the East; exhausting his whole strength 
in enterprises, not against the peace 
and lives, but against the chains and 
miseries of his fellow-creatures; and 
chaunting as the war-song of his host: 


* Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high; 
Shall we, to men benighted, 
‘The lamp of life deny? 
Salvation, oh! Salvation ! 

‘The joyful sound proclaun, 
‘Till each remotest nation, 
Has learnt Messiah's name! 


Waft, waft, ye winds his story, 
And you, ye waters, roll, 

rill, like a sea of glory, 

lt specs ads from pole to pole ; 
‘Till o'er our ransomed nature, 
The Lamb for sinners slain, 
Redeemer, King, Creator, 

In bliss returns to reign. 


** 2d. But besides that lively interest 
to know the affairs and the progress of 
the Kingdom of God, by which the 
true spirit of the L ord’s prayer will be 
manifest; they, in whom that. spirit 
flourishes, will feel it their duty and 
privilege to do whatever their means 








| and opportunities permit, in aid of the 


kingdom. 

** Stupendous, indeed, is the work 
which the truth has yet to accomplish 
in the world. Nothing but the sure 


| promise, associated with the mighty 


power of God, could be our depen- 
dence for that ‘mighty working,” 
whereby alone it can be brought to 
pass. But He who framed the world 
can change it. He who gave his Son 
to redeem, will give his spirit to re 

generate it. Our only question is— 
‘Hath he said?’ 

‘** But this great work he will do, by 
the use of means. Even in the days of 
miracles, the kingdom of Christ was 
not extended, without the laborious 
ministry of the apostles, associated 
with the prayers and gifts and efforts 
of the churches—-and in these days, 
whether in the bringing of all th 
mighty things to pass, God shall eve: 
stretch out the hand of miraculous op: 

ration, or not; it is by the toiling of 
ministers and missionaries, and the CO 

operation of a zealous, liberal, prayer 

ful and diligent laity, under the Lord’s 
blessing, that the gospel is to arrive at 
its ultimate triumph. 

** Our Master excludes not the hum- 
blest of his followers from a share in 
this work. As the body hath many 
members, and all have not the sanv 
office, and the head cannot say to the 
hand, [ have no need of thee; so in the 
church of Christ, are many members, 
in various conditions, and with various 
talents and means committed to their 
stewardship; and none can say to the 
least and most obscure individual, the 
work of the kingdom hath no need of 
thee. It has need of the example: 
the prayers, the labours and the gifts 
of all. It wants the mite of the widow 
and the abundance of the rich; it wants 
the strength of the parish minister, thc 
industry of the Sunday-school teacher, 
the faithfulness of parental instruction, 
the united zeal and firmness of all; not 
only to diffuse the benefits of the gos- 
pel, but to stem those strong tides of 
corruption, which have already risen 
to such an alarming height in our > 
It wants all who have influence, if i 
extend but to a child; and all who can 
give, if it be but the value of a Tract: 
and.all who can labour, if it be only in 
prayer, should feel that, to do this, has 
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been made their bounden duty and | ou 
| the spirit of Him, * who thoug 

‘‘In order to assist your minds in | 
i] 
upon this subject, suffer me to pro- | 
it P | which the church must be pervaded, 


their happy privilege. 
coming to some correct conclusions 
pose the following questions for your 


special consideration. 
“‘Do you labour as much as you 


ought, in prayer, for the advancement | 


of the kingdom of God’? You may be 


very poor and very weak; sickness | 
may have cut you off from all personal | 
intercourse with your fellow-creatures. | 


There may be eg that your hands | 


can do, but to be lifted up, like the 
hands of Moses, upon the mount of 
God, while the great battle of the Lord 
of hosts is fighting. Still it is the inesti- 
mable privilege of all Christians, to 
come boldly to the throne of grace. 
The most obscure in the whole church 
may offer ‘the effectual, fervent 
prayer,’’ which shall avail much, and 
be felt conspicuously in the efforts of 
the most distant labourers in the vine- 
yard of Christ. 

‘May you not sustain an important 
part in the establishment and support 
of Sunday-schools—in diffusing Chris- 
tian knowledge by means of Bibles and 
tracts—in extending the means of 
grace, by the increase of faithful min- 
isters—in exciting a lively interest in 
your neighbourhoods, for the welfare 
of those great institutions, with which 
the progress of the gospel is so mate- 
rially associated? ‘Consider what I 
say, and the Lord give you under- 
standing in all things.’ 


** Do you regulate the amount and 
the manner of your pecuniary expen- 
ditures, in the cause of religion, by any 
regular system or established princi- 
ple? Are you in the habit of regard- 
ing your property as a talent entrusted 
to your stewardship for the glory of 
God? Have you carefully considered 
in what way, the great objects of the 
trust may be most extensively accom- 
plished? 

**Do you know what it is to put 
yourselves to inconvenience, to self- 
denial, for the sake of giving the more 
for the souls of men? Have you ever 
made any real sacrifice of personal or 
worldly views, for the increase of your 
contributions to the treasury of bene- 
volence. Are your hearts animated, 
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and your deeds regulated, by any of 

he was 
rich, yet for our sakes, became . 
that we through his poverty, might be 
made rich?’ Such is the spirnt with 


before the world will be converted.— 
Christians must be ready to empty 
themselves, before the measure of 
their Master’s glory can be filled. 
Evermore give us this spirit, O Lord. 
Amen.” 


SOMERVILLE (N. J.) SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


Extract from the Annual Report of the Somer- 
ville (N. J.) Sunday-School Society. 


**One of the more remote schools 
was established in the midst of the 
winter before the last; it was kept up 
also without intermission through the 
last winter, and it has been remarked, 
that if the school prosper in one sea- 
son more than another, it is in the 
winter season. ‘The other three schools 
are in Operation only about seven or 
eight months; in many of the neigh- 
bourhoods, however, during the sus- 
pension of the school, the teachers 
collect the scholars, or as many of 
them as is practicable, at the places of 
their own residence, and thus the in- 
struction is, at least with regard to a 
part of the scholars, continued through 
the year. 

‘“‘The managers and teachers feel 
encouraged to persevere, when they 
look upon the effects of their labours. 
We cannot rejoice with some others, 
that many teachers and many scholars 
have evidently been brought to a sav- 
ing knowledge of the truth, within the 
year: there has been but one such 
case—that of a young coloured man, 
instructed almost wholly in the Sun- 
day-school; he has for the last ten 
months, been a consistent professor of 
the religion of Jesus, A close and 
punctual attendance has been given; 
good order has been strictly observed; 
diligence has been practised,—in these 
respects our school has become doubly 
interesting. Some recent cases of 
personal anxious attention to divine 
things, have occurred. We know 


; that the principles of truth are gra- 
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dually instilled into the minds of our 
scholars; and we know, and would 
mention more especially, that many, 
very many among us, have been taught 
tu read God’s holy word for themselves, 
who, but for Sunday-schools, would 
never have enjoyed that privilege. 
The most humble of aS. S. teacher’s 
labours, is to teach the art of reading; 
and yet that labour, humble as it is, has 
afforded results, which alone are worth 
a hundred fold more than all the la- 
bour which has been expended in the 
Sunday-school cause among us. We 
do not know the exact number, but it 
will be, at some future time, to us an 
interesting work to ascertain the exact 
number of persons who have been 


i 


taught to read, entirely in our Sunday- | 


school. They are principally coloured 
people. 
of religion; able to give a reason of 
the hope that is in them. 
them are far advanced in life, and still 
their silvered heads are regularly seen 


Many of them are professors | 


Many of | 


in their proper places in the Sunday- | 


school. ‘They are truly the first fruits 
of Sunday-schools with us. In the 
Sunday-school did the truth first reach 
their hearts; in the Sunday-school 
have their souls been since ted with 
the truth. 

The school at Somerville is one of 
the oldest in this state. Many of its 
founders and first patrons are now at 
rest. The ranks are promptly re- 
plenished, and we find no lack of 
teachers, managers, superintendents, 
&e. 

“A solemn, and we trust, a profitable 
impression has been produced upon 
our school, by two cases of death in 
which we felt a deep interest. The 
one was that of a teacher, a young 
lady, aged about 23 years. She was 
not a professor of religion; but she 
was amiable, meck, quiet, conscien- 
tiously diligent and faithful in the dis- 
charge of her known external duties; 


greatly beloved by her class, and it is 


trusted that she leaned upon Jesus the 
beloved. On her dying bed she de. 
clared her last message to her young 
friends, bearing her testimony—her 
solemn testimony, to the importance 
of an early attention to spiritual things. 
We believe that the manner of her 
life, and the circumstances of her 
death, speak well for Sunday-schools. 











The other case of death was that of a 
young lady also; amiable, of decided 
piety, accomplished, and _ beloved 
throughout this congregation. She 
removed from this place two years 
since; and a‘few days ago, her lifeless 
remains were returned to mingle with 
their native dust, in this her native 
place. She was among the first Sun- 
day-scholars among us; being soon 
made a teacher, she faithfully con- 
tinued in that capacity till her removal. 
Her peculiarly triumphant death oc- 
casioned a considerable — sensation 
among us, and we think there are cir- 
cumstances connected with it, calcu 
lated to commend the Sunday-school 
cause, and to encourage Sunday-school 
teachers.” 


GREEN CASTLE (PA.) SUNDAY-SCHOOD. 


Extract from the Annual Report of the Green 
Castle, Franklin County, (Pa.) Sabbath-School 
Union, April 6, 1829. 


Never should we cease to offer the 
tribute of thanksgiving to the Lord for 
that day in seven consecrated to the 
spread of the wisdom that is unto sal- 
vation. Wherever it is observed, the 
parent has no worldly employment to 
occupy the child, and the teacher has 
no temporal avocation requiring atten- 
dance, and the business of one does not 
interfere with the religion of another; 
and all agree to meet at a stated period, 
because the Disposer of time has set it 
apart, and settled by his statute, the 
endless dissensions that must other- 
wise have occurred respecting the 
season of devotional exercise. It seems 
as if the Lord, in this arrangement, 
speaks to the old and the young, and 
says, resort to an appointed place, 
and on the day which I claim as mine, 
teach and learn my words. On either 
of the six days, the teacher may have 
some engagement that renders his ap- 
pearance impracticable, or the learner 
may have to perform his daily task, 
which prevents his making one of an 
assembled school for spiritual instruc- 
tion, but on the Sabbath none of you 
can plead your work. 1, the Lord, 
have commanded you to finish it with- 
in the six days, and on the seventh, 
my work, my grand work of redemp- 

















5 Oe 
‘ 
BA 
de 
Ye 
oo 
ae 
oe 


“ai 


1829. 


tion by the blood of Jesus, must occu- 
py your thoughts and engage your 
hours of intercourse. Assemble your- 
selves together, and forsake not the 
exhortations and instructions of the 
Sabbath-school room, “ as the manner 
of some is,’’ lest you be found faithless, 
ignorant, and neglecters of your own 
and others souls, in the judgment that 
is rapidly approaching. ‘The training 
of the young on the Lord’s day in the 
mode pursued by institutions such as 
as ours, is an invaluable aid to the mi- 
nistry in spreading evangelical truth 
and genuine goodness. It increases 
the number of readers; it awakens the 
spirit of inquiry; it enlarges the store 
of Scriptural knowledge; it fills the 


churches with additional hearers; it | 


qualifies the audience to understand 
the discourses delivered, and promises 
to Zion a much larger amount of mem- 
bers, and of intelligent, substantial, ac- 
tive piety. The spirit imbibed, and 
the information obtained in early life 
will seek enlargement, and will draw 
many to the altars of God, and with 
every generation the circle of influence 
will be extending. If the present sys- 
tem be pursued faithfully, how diffe- 
rent in after years will be the state of 
those who crowd the temples of Jesus, 
and how clear and comprehensive will 
be their views, and how bright the 
prospect of growth in knowledge and 
grace, compared with the views and 
prospects of hundreds now, who come 


to the ministrations of the ambassador || 


of Christ, and take their first lessons of 
religion at an advanced age. 


We like united efforts, and united 
songs of praise, and if we could collect 
the three hundred thousand children 
who attend instruction on the Lord’s 
day in the United States, we would re- 
joice to behold them in one line, and 
one assembly; and if we were the teach- 
ers of but three among the 300,000, 
we would be glad to stand by them 
whatever their name or colour, and 
amidst opposers, to raise over Our own 
heads and the heads of the scholars, 
the banner of Immanuel, bearing this 
inscription, “do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them that despite- 
fully use you, and persecute you; that 
ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven.” 
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PETERSBURGH SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


The Annual Report of the Episco- 
pal and Presbyterian Sunday-School 
Union of Petersburgh, (Va.) furnishes 
evidence of the prosperity of the good 
cause in that place. The episcopal 
school connected with it has 71 scho- 
lars, and was established so late as 
January last. The presbyterian school, 
which has existed twelve years, has 
nearly 300 scholars, and 34 teachers, 
The annual expense of each scholar 
has been 36 cents only. The Sunday- 
School Monthly Concert is observed, 
and the managers concur with the pa- 
rent society in strongly recommending 
collections at the monthly concert, to 
aid the Sunday-school Missionary Fund. 


THE SHEAVES OF HARVEST TIME. 


A Report from the Goshen (Orange 
County, N. Y.) Sunday-School Union, 
speaks of four teachers and four chil- 
dren, who have, during the past year, 
made a public profession of religion. 
One of the former, after a severe illness 
of some months, was removed from la- 
bour to rest, and died jevously. To 
the Sunday-school in the town of Go- 
shen, the year has been one of deep 
interest. One of the female teachers, 
after suffering the deepest anxiety for 
four months, was made to enjoy peace 
During that period, one 
other teacher and two children, were 
led to think of the interests of the soul. 
The change in the first individual was 
so obvious and thorough, that many 
both in the school and out of it, were 
made sensible of the power and geali- 
ty of religion, and were induced to 
seek a good and right way for them- 
selves. The house of prayer was soon 
crowded; and since July, when the 


in believing. 
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first case occurred, forty persons in the 
neighbourhood have felt the constrain- 
ing power of the love of Christ. Of 
this number were six teachers, and 
thirteen children belonging to the 
school. With the exception of two or 
three cases only, the subjects of the 
revival were between the ages of ele- 
ven and twenty-two. In one family two 
teachers and one scholar were among 
the number. The mother and eldest 
daughter were already professors; but 
the father, near 60 years old, had not 
troubled himself on these subjects. 
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But seeing the determination of his | 


wife and children to serve God, he 
thought, and felt, and submitted him- 
self to God; and at the next commu- 
nion season, he and his two children 
came together to the table of the 
Lord. 


a scholar and the youngest teacher, 


It was pleasant indeed to see 


with their aged father, standing toge- 
ther, and making a public profession 
of their faith in Christ. 

From a school at Mars-hill, connect- 
ed with the Sunday-School Union of 
West Tennessee,-we learn that since 
the commencement of their school 
last spring, 23 of the children have 
given evidence that they have passed 
from death unto life, and have united 
themselves to the “ /ittle flock.” 


From a notice we have seen of the 
reports of three Sunday-schools in 
Connecticut, we learn that fifty-five 
persons connected with them, have 
publicly professed religion during the 
last year; and that 111 persons in all 
had embraced the faith, during the 
season of refreshing which the schools 
enjoyed; and that of a Bible class 
consisting of fourteen individuals, 
seven were considered the fruits of a 














revival, six of whom had united them- 
selves to the visible church. 


LIFE OF LEGH RICHMOND. 


The memoirs of this eminently god- 
ly and useful man, have been before 
the public for several months, and 
have been read with the deepest inte- 
rest. It is too large, however, (as the 
Western S.S. Visitant suggests, ) for 
Sabbath-schools in general; and a me- 
moir has therefore been prepared by 
Rev. G. T. Bedell, of St. Andrew’s 
Church in this city, in a suitable form 
for Sunday-school libraries, comprising 
much matter not to be found in any 
of the volumes before the public. The 
work is now in press. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND, 


A London paper (“7'he World’’) 
of February 18, contains a sketch of 
a meeting held in that city, for the 
purpose of reviving an extensive Sun- 
day-school society in the districts of the 
south of Cumberland. Mr. Wilson, 
an agent of the London S. S. Union, 
being present, lamented that these 
invaluable institutions were still so 
thinly sown throughout the kingdom, 
as scarcely to furnish the means of 
instruction for one-half of the children 
who were the proper objects of their 
benevolent exertions. Out of about 
three millions of children, it was esti- 
mated that scarcely one-half were en- 
jeying the benefits of these institu- 
tions. According to the population, 
it might be supposed that in England 
and Wales there were 700,000 chil- 
dren without these means; in Ireland, 
500,000; and in Scotland, 500,000. 
There are not in Great Britain more 
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ject of Sunday-schools. The confi- 


than about fifty S. S. unions, yet five | 
‘ times that number are needed. “ Our | dence which is evinced in this institu- 
' 


brethren in America,” said Mr. W., 
‘*have set us noble examples, by em- 


tion, and the liberality with which its 
claims to the support of the commu- 
ploying agents or missionaries to tra- | nity are acknowledged by several 
verse the various districts in that ex- | societies and individuals, are truly gra- 
tensive region, and organize societies | tifying. The agent has succeeded, in 
and schools, and their labours had | less than four months, in forming siz 
been eminently successful.” Mr. W. | county unions, and in establishing 
might well commend the enterprise | forty-six Sunday-schools, most of 
and perseverance of our agents; but | which are auxiliary to the county 
the noble examples of generosity and || unions. 
liberal feeling, are found among those || The amount remitted by Mr. W., 
to whom our agents are sent, and who || of subscriptions, donations, &c., will 
with both their hands and all their | be acknowledged in the next Maga- 
hearts, labour, and give, and pray for zine. It was not received in season 
the success of our operations, | for the present monthly account, but 
ee such things are always in season to 
| strengthen the hands and encourage 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH 
ope ca Mh the hearts of the Managers. 
IN GEORGIA. 





The Baptist General Convention of | 


the state of Georgia, assembled at CONNECTICUT S. 5. UNION. 
Milledgeville in that state, last month, A letter from one of our vice presi- 
passed the following resolutions: | dents, residing in Connecticut, informs 


“Resolved—That this Convention || US that six or eight agents have been 
regard with lively interest the exten- | employed by that union, to traverse 
sive operations and growing prosperity 
of the American Sunday-School Union; | | b sesive those thet ee aul 
and regard it as an institution which, srypclieliaiy nenttnnlie se Spon —— — 
under God, is destined to exert a salu- | A new periodical has also just been 
tary and powerful influence over the 
character of future generations. | 

“ Resolved—That we view with 
grateful feelings the attention and la- 
bour bestowed by that institution 
through the year, upon Brother James - 
E. Welch, in the establishment of The very great importance of hav- 
Sunday-schools in our state, the past | ing a supply of books suitable for 
winter, as also the success that has 
attended his exertions.” 


the state, to organize Sabbath-schools, 


issued by the society, the first number 
of which we have received. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS, 


Sunday-school libraries, has been felt 
| by the Managers of the American 
| Sunday-School Union; and-it has been 
the ardent desire of the Committee of 


GLORGIA. 


A letter from an agent of the Board, | 
(Rev. James E. Welch,) dated Mil- || seemed practicable in this respect. 
ledgeville, Georgia, March 31, gives || The Committee are aware that there 
a very encouraging account of the || are persons in our country capable of 
interest which is manifested in many | supplying the deficiency im this re- 
sections of that state, upon the sub- | spect: to them we would appeal, in, 


Publication to accomplish whatever 
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the name and in behalf of the Sunday- 
schools of our land. There are more 
than thirty thousand teachers, who 
devote their talents, and much of their 
time and property, to the important 
object of training up a generation to 
They think their 
labour, if successful, (and for this 


serve the Lord. 


they trust the promise of God,) the 


Moneys Received. 


most certain means of securing the | 


peace and prosperity of the country, of | 
advancing the kingdom of Christ, and | 
promoting the glory of God. But va- | 


rious causes prevent S, S. teachers 
from becoming authors; the want of 
education in some, of literary habits 


and pursuits in many, and the un- | 
ceasing calls of the duties of active | 


life in almost all Others 


must take this share of the labour. 


The appetite for sound reading has © 


been created chiefly, we believe, 
through the publications of this So- 
ciety, and the demands are now sur- 
prisingly great. It may be necessary 
to say no more, before introducing the 


following business, than this, that 


where gratuitous labour can be be- | 
stowed, or charity conferred, there is | 


no object more in want, and perhaps 
none more deserving, than the Sun- 
day-school cause. 


bered with pressing engagements, and | 


struggling under the painful difficul- 
ties of too limited resources, the So- 
ciety are willing to go forward and 
trust to Cunistian charity and the fa- 


vour of God. 


In consequence of a resolution of | 
the Board of Managers, directing the | 


Committee of Publication to offer pre- 
miums for books suitable for Sunday- 
school libraries, the following subjects 


are presented, and the several sums | 
affixed to them will be paid for such |, 


then | 


Although encum- | 


May, 


tt 


Should 
authors prefer to receive a compensa- 


works as may be approved. 


tion per copy for their works, they 
will please to signify their wishes to 
the Committee, who will negotiate 
with them on that basis. 

1. The History of the Moravian 
Missions, in North America; 1 yol., 
200 pages. 7 © © « © « §100. 

2. Plain and Simple Reasons for 
Believing the Holy Scriptures to be 
True; 150 to 200 pages. - - $100. 

3. History of the Jews, from the time 


"of our Saviour to the present period; 


from 150 to 200 pages. - - - $100 

4. History of the Church, from the 
earliest period to the birth of Christ, 
showing its connexion with profane 
vols. 150 to 200 pages 
each. - - + = « = - = §150, 

5. History of the Church, from the 
birth of Christ to the reformation, di- 


history; 2 


vided into periods; 4 vols. of 200 
pages, the different eras to form dis- 
tinct works. - - - - - - $200. 

6. Life and Travels of the Aposti 
Paul; 108 pages. - + - - 

7. History of the Seven Churches in 
$50. 


An additional list, and an exposition 


5U 
sia; 108 pages.- - - - - 


of the views of the Committee, may be 
expected in the next number. 


MONEYS received by the American Sunday- 
School Union, from March 20th, to Apri 
12th, 1829, inclusive. 


1. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars, and 
upwards. 


Rev. Erastus Kent, by his own sub- 
scription, $50 00 
Rev. Moses Waddle, D. D., Athens, 
Geo., by the Students of the College 
and other friends, 
Rev. A. Church, Athens, Geo., by the 
Students of the College and other 
friends, 
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ll. OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 


upwards. 

Thomas Spicer, 2d payment, 10 00 
William W urts, 50 00 
Charles S. Wurts, 50 00 
John Rorer, 30 00 
William Cunningham, 30 00 
John Weigand, 30 00 
john T. Milledge, Augusta, Geo., by 

his mother, 30 00 


Samuel P. Davis, M*Donough, Geo., by 
his father, 30 00 
Ill. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 


By the payment of three dollars and 
upwards. 


joseph Huber, Danville, Ky., 3 00 
Wm. Leech, Alabama, 3 00 
George W. Hunter, Savannah, Geo., 3 00 
Alexander Oden, Bethsaida, Geo., 3 00 
Willam Whitaker, M* Donough, Geo,, 3 00 
Mary Crayton, do., 3 00 
(masa Spencer, do., 3 00 


IV. DONATIONS FOR THE BUILDING. 


thomas Montgomery, 
J. W. Gibbs, 


% 500 00 
10 00 


V. MISSIONARY FUND. 


Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 
the following Societies Auxiliary. 


Washington Co., Ohio, S. S. U., 3 00 
Pickaway Co., Ohio, S. S. U., 3 00 
Lincolnton, N.C., S. S. U., 3 00 
Kanawha, Salines, Va., 3 00 
Donations. 
Dauphin Co., S. S. U., Pa., by the 
hands of G. H. Beecher, K30 00 


VI. DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND, 


Abraham Miller, $12 40 
John Garretson, 10 00 
Kev. Jacob J. Janeway, in addition to 

$300 before paid, 100 00 


Alexander Henry, Esq., President, in 
addition to $2145 before contributed, 500 00 


Felix Bryan, Madison, Geo., 5 00 
Adam G. Saffold, do., 5 00 
R. H. Randolph, do., 5 00 
A. Church, Athens, Geo., 5 00 
Vincent Harralson, Monroe, Geo., 5 00 
Samuel Catlin, Social Circle, Geo., 5 00 
A. H. Green, Covington, Geo., 5 00 
J. C. Cook & P. Callan, 4 00 
Wm. Porter, Madison, Geo., 3 00 


| 
| 
| 


Moneys Received. 


| 
| 
| 








159 


- ee 





Samuel Shields & Co., do., 


&3 00 
H. W. Hill, Monroe, Geo., 3 00 
Jesse Gunn, and others, do., 5 00 
W. Whatley, Social Cirele, 3 00 
Lucy Carbuness and M. FE. Key, 3 00 
Solomon Graves and others, 4 00 
Z. B. Hardgrove, 3 00 
W. A. Swift, 3 00 
Parker Eason, 5 00 
I. Cunningham, 1 00 
Lucy Rogers, coloured woman, 100 
Betsy Hornbeck, do., 1 00 

VII. FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 
Ind from Individuals in payment for 
OOKS. 

Allentown, Pa., S. S., S327 
Allentown, N. J., S. S., 11 00 
Athens, ‘Tennessee, S. S.. 9 00 
Concord S. S., Havana Co., Alab., 45 00 
Columbia, S. C., per W. F. Houstre, 33 56 


Cedarville, N. J., S. S.. ; 1 46 


Danville, Ky., S. S., 9 87 
Delaware Co., Ohio, S. S. U., 300 00 
Dayton, Ohio, S.S. U., 500 
Easton, Pa., S. S. A., 3.50 
Franklin Co., Ohio, S. S. U. 11 75 
Georgia S. S. U., 150 00 
Gettysburgh, Pa., S. S., 20 00 
Germantown, Pa., Lutheran S. S., 3 40 
Greenville, Ky., S. S. U., 10 00 
Kanawha, Salines, Va., 28 50 
Lebanon, Pa., S. S., 5 00 
Lower Merion, S. S., 3 76 
Marietta, Pa., S. S. U., 9 18 
Massachusetts S. S. U., 40 00 
Maryland S. S. U., 600 00 
Norfolk, Va., S. S. U., 40 00 
Norriton, Pa., S. S., 15 55 
Philadelphia, 
St. Andrew's Female S. S., 12 57 
Fifth Presbyterian S. S., 4451 
Third do., Female S. S., 323 
First Baptist Ch. S. S., 60 
Eighth Presbyterian Male 5S. S., 119 
Ebenezer S. S., 901 
Fifth Baptist Ch. S. S., 2 38 
Judean Society, 6 00 
Sunday-school No, 29, 9 89 
Epis. St. John’s, Male S. S., 54 
Sixth Presb. S. S., oR 
St. John’s Church, Race-street, 9 32 
Pottstown, Pa., S. S., 3 05 
Portland, Maine, 31 50 
Pickaway Co., Ohio, S. S. Us 84 75 
Romney, Va., S. S. U., 30 00 
S. Carolina, S. S. U., 300 00 
Staunton, Va., Epis. S. S., 19 87 
Wooster Co., Md. S. S., 9 76 
Winchester, Va., Epis. S. S., 40 00 
Sales to individuals and schools, not pars 
ticularised by the purchasers, in the 
city and elsewhere, > 302 76 





Total amount received, ¥3973 14 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 

Exercises. We have seen lately, in some religious newspaper, a series of 
lessons for Sunday-schools, selected from the New Testament, and furnishing 
an exercise for each Sabbath, of six months. We notice it, at this time, merely 
to suggest to those who select and publish lessons of this kind, whether more 
regard -ould not be had to equality of length? In the exercises to which we 
refer, the variation in length is from six to twenty-three verses. 

New Gymnasium. A new institution for the education of boys, is proposed 
to be opened near Charlottesville, Va., regulated like the German Gymnasia. 

New Life of Howard. A new biography of Howard, the Philanthropist, 
preparing by Jiev. Louis Dwight, of Boston, and is soon to be published. 

True Economy. ‘The town of Portland, Maine, has expended $3236 70, in 
erecting and repairing school houses, the past year. The whole number o| 
children attending school, is stated at 1379, and the population is probably from 
5 to 7000. 

Judson’s (Questions. Vol. 1. of Judson’s Scripture Questions has just been 
published in London, by the Religious Tract Society. It is mentioned as a 
valuable improvement in the work, that Examples 1 and 2 are intermingled. 

Of this work no less than 22,000 copies have been printed by our Union, in 
the space of about two months of the present year. 

Rev. Samuel Pearce, of the Baptist church, Birmingham, England. ‘The me- 
moirs of this distinguished friend to the cause of missions are now in press, 
and will be a most valuable addition to the catalogue of Christian biographies. 

Annual Reports. Auxiliaries are requested to make their reports, notwith 
standing the time has passed which was assigned for returning them. 

To the Correspondents of the Magazine. We hope not only to retain all the 
former correspondents of this Journal, but to induce many more to become 
such. We need assistance now, in the outset of our course, more than we shall 
need it, when the embarrassments of beginning, are overcome. It is well known 
that the Magazine has been left to contend with many disadvantages. The 
labour of conducting it has, for the most part, been sustained thus far by one, 
whose cares and responsibilities were, without this, more than enough to oc- 
cupy all his time and thoughts. Still it was considered too important an organ 
of communication to be abandoned, and circumstances were such as to render 
any other arrangement impracticable. It ‘* has done what it could,’”’ and it was 
for this that the woman was commended by our blessed Saviour. 

The change which now takes place, cannot bring into the work more ardent 
desire, or more unwearied effort, for its prosperity and usefulness. If more time 
and fewer cares, shall enable the present editor to make earlier or better pro- 
vision for its publication, the credit will not belong to him, but to his oppor- 
tunities. 

It is desirable that communications intended for the Magazine, should be 
furnished by the 10th of the month preceding the number for which they are 
designed. 

7 We shall feel obliged to any agent or subscriber, who will notify us of 
any unreasonable delay in the transmission of the Magazine. 


